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The San Francisco School 
cultivates and celebrates 
the intellectual, imaginative, 
and humanitarian promise 
of each student in a 
community that practices 
mutual respect, embraces 
diversity, and inspires  
a passion for learning.
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his is why we’re here. On my mind, as we were 
preparing for the new school year during staff 
orientation, and then as students jubilantly 
entered the 300 Gaven gate, and then as we 
saw all of our community gathered during 
opening ceremonies, was the idea of being 

here for one another, belonging to each other, and learning 
from one another. I see that throughline when recent 
graduates come back to campus for surprise visits, to say 
hello to the teachers who helped shape them, or to pause 
their high school lives for a moment to visit with younger 
siblings and friends.

I recognize our school’s value when I see alumni, now SFS 
parents themselves, having lived both sides of the SFS 
experience. What a joy to see our former students watching 
and listening as their little ones regale them with familiar 
tales of Singing Time “...Halloween is coming...Halloween 
is coming….” Over the years, their big ones will become 
more discerning, ask provocative questions, and articulate 
their own story while preparing for the next chapters. You’ll 
read some reflections from our SFS parents who are also 
alumni in this issue of the Gazette.

Wrapping around all of this (and over it, and through it) 
is gratitude. Gratitude to two cornerstones of the SFS 
foundation — Music Teacher Doug Goodkin and Lower 
School Head Maggie Weis, who this June will retire after 
decades as educators here. We have all year to celebrate 
and appreciate Maggie and Doug (please look for save 
the dates in this issue). Similar gratitude goes out to the 
generous stewards of The San Francisco School who 
consistently answer the call with their time, talent, and 
treasure. As you will see in this, our Annual Report issue, 
we lead through service and community at SFS. The 
metaphorical barn-raising is found everywhere, in all that 
we do.  With our Strategic Plan, “Fulfilling our Humanitarian 
Promise,” guiding our way, our vision is clear. Our 
continued work together is essential and transformative, 
and I am grateful for your partnership.

LETTER 
FROM 
STEVE
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STEVE MORRIS 
Head of School
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STRATEGIC PLAN: INITIATIVES IN ACTION
PLACE: Deepened Partnership with San Francisco and the Portola District 

Families4Families
Engagement in service and connection to community are 
the goals of The San Francisco School’s Families4Families 
initiative. Spearheaded by SFS parents Raveena Rihal and 
Libby Reder, through joint efforts between the Board’s Public 
Purpose Committee and the School’s Family Association, 
Families4Families implemented our first annual Weekend of 
Service earlier this year.

Last spring, over three days in April, more than 100 
volunteers – SFS students, parents, guardians, and staff 
members – fanned out to four locations to join in the 
struggle for families experiencing homelessness and 
poverty. “Despite being a wealthy city and technology hub, 
homelessness is part of our daily lives in San Francisco,”  
note Raveena and Libby as they reflected on spring 2019 
efforts. The SFS Weekend of Service is an opportunity to 
“empower our school community to understand and work  
to improve these incredibly complicated issues.”

The SFS community engaged with four service providers, 
some who welcomed support from even our littlest 
volunteers. At the Excelsior Community Food Pantry, 
volunteers (age three and up) helped organize and distribute 
thousands of pounds of groceries. The Pantry, just a short 
distance from the School, serves nearly 300 neighborhood 
families each week; the connection was originally forged 
by SFS parent Amelia Zimmerman Wolff, who has a long 
history with the organization. Another organization, Simply 
the Basics, welcomed our volunteers in assembling hygiene 
kits for more than 200 neighbors experiencing homelessness. 
SFS families also supported two San Francisco mainstays 
in leading the fight to disrupt cycles of poverty, hunger, 
and homelessness in the City, Glide Memorial and Raphael 

House. At Glide Memorial, our volunteers made 800 lunches 
and at Raphael House, they cleaned and spruced up the roof 
deck for the families living there.

Raveena and Libby have been hard at work in continuing 
to provide opportunity, as they put it, for SFS “families to 
engage in deeper conversations about poverty and people 
experiencing homelessness, and how we as a school can 
get more involved in our community.” Families4Families will 
share additional details around service opportunities during 
the 2019-2020 school year on The San Francisco School 
website and through other school communications; there 
are also lists of service providers and family resources to 
help keep SFS connected to our wider community. October 
2019 saw the launch of a school-year partnership with the 
Food Pantry. This December will see another hygiene kit 
drive effort, with a Parent Education evening talk to follow 
on January 29, 2020. The next SFS Weekend of Service will 
be held March 21-22, 2020. The overall goal: to keep all San 
Francisco School classes connected to service organizations 
in the community, and to maintain the School’s presence 
within these efforts.

The SFS Weekend of Service is 
an opportunity to “empower our 
school community to understand 
and work to improve these 
incredibly complicated issues.”
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PLACE: Environmental Stewardship

Students Advance Environmental Justice
For decades, students at The San Francisco School have 
come away from their sixth grade Proteus project with  
deep and broad understanding of their chosen issue area.  
For some, like Asa DeZerega ’21, informed knowledge 
ignites change closer to home.

Armed with facts about CO2 emissions, the high costs 
worldwide of raising animals for food consumption, and 
water use in food preparation, this June Asa pitched his 
proposal — “Meatless Mondays” — to the SFS Head of 
School, Director of Finance and Operations, and Chefs. 
“My sixth grade Proteus project sparked my idea for 
Meatless Mondays. I was researching meat consumption 
and its impact on climate change,” Asa recalls. “Turns out 
all the aspects of raising meat to feed humans creates a 
bigger carbon footprint than all forms of transportation 
combined. I realized that Meatless Monday was an easy 
contribution to slowing climate change. I knew I could do it. 

If I could get the SFS kitchen (onboard), it would be bigger 
than just one sixth grade student hoping to help.”

Just imagine, Asa says: instead of having sliders one day, 
the School could save approximately 115,500 gallons of 

water by serving grilled cheese with tomato soup  
instead. “Importantly,” Asa goes on, “’Meatless Mondays’ 
is a great example of our strategic plan that states,  
‘Our environmental and sustainability education will 
result in further appreciation of our natural surroundings; 
maximization of energy conservation; reduced water 
use, waste, and emissions; and stronger recycling and 
composting efforts.’”

“At the end of last year, Asa emailed Chef Anne O’Driscoll 
and me with a compelling, well-researched, and thoughtful 
proposition to adopt ‘Meatless Mondays’ in the SFS 
kitchen,” notes the School’s co-chef Jessica Battilana.  
“We were thrilled to support Asa in formally taking this 
pledge, though the truth is that nearly 80 percent of  
the meals we serve are vegetarian, even though only  
25 students and teachers eat strictly vegetarian diets.”

There is a throughline from Asa’s efforts in 2019 to the 
School’s beloved long-time chefs, Patty Corwin and  
Jane Loeser, who helmed the SFS kitchen for decades. 
From the earliest days creating healthful and delicious 
meals for students, Patty and Jane followed the model of 
sustainable and tasty options for community members to 
enjoy, while modeling tenets of environmental responsibility 
around waste and sourcing. The joy, creativity, and love 
Patty and Jane shared for creating dishes for the School 
community were essential ingredients as well. And as 
Jessica notes, this emphasis continues: “While there are 
certainly environmental reasons to eat less meat, we also 
make vegetarian meals because they are delicious.”

Taking his Proteus project knowledge into action during 
his seventh grade year, Asa sees an opportunity for 
wider change, but change that stays true to the School’s 
overall approach. “SFS encourages us to think about 
environmental justice like avoiding single-use plastic in our 
lunches, the Walking School Bus, and supporting students 
in attending the recent Global Climate Strike,” he says. 
“When I go to high school in two years, I will try to change 
my high school cafeteria to a Meatless Monday program  
if it isn’t already on one.”

“ I realized that Meatless Monday was 
an easy contribution to slowing climate 
change. I knew I could do it.”
Asa DeZerega ’21
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Dear SFS Families and Friends,

As the Director of Advancement and as an SFS parent, I am delighted 
to spearhead the School’s fundraising and community building 

efforts. Now in my fifth year at SFS, I am heartened to report that the 
generosity of our community has reached new heights. 2018-19 was a 

remarkable year of giving. As you’ll see in this Annual Report, our families 
contributed thousands of volunteer hours as well as dollars. All of us at The San 

Francisco School are grateful for the tremendous support—thank you! 

This year’s Annual Fund raised $722,000 in critical non-tuition income. Participation was 
remarkably high all around with a particular highlight that alumni giving increased by a 
whopping 254%! Not only do these gifts support our operating budget, primarily comprised 
of the robust SFS Tuition Assistance program along with salaries and benefits, but they also 
allow us to invest additional resources in our people, place, and program. This year, these 
funds helped us to launch several new initiatives from our Strategic Plan.

I am also excited to announce our newest fundraising effort, Forge Our Future:  
The Campaign for SFS. The campaign aims to secure the philanthropic support needed  
to complete two key initiatives in our Strategic Plan: deepening our STEAM program  
and growing our endowment. The leadership phase of the campaign is underway.  
We look forward to sharing more information about this transformational campaign soon!

With gratitude,

JENNIFER KEESE-POWELL

ANNUAL 
REPORT
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2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT

FINANCIAL REPORT*

ANNUAL GIVING

Annual Fund $ 722,064

Auction/Other $ 160,902

Total Annual Giving $ 882,966

TOTAL GIVING $ 1,777,906

CAPITAL GIVING

Forge Our Future
(gifts and pledges)

$ 859,034

Other Gifts $ 2,000

Endowment $ 33,906

Total Capital Giving $ 894,940

REVENUES
 Tuition and Other Programs $ 9,199,628

 Annual Giving $ 882,966

 Release from Endowment $ 145,000

 Other Revenue and Support $ 333,403

TOTAL REVENUES 

$10,560,997

*Audited Financials

EXPENSES
 Salaries & Benefits $ 6,496,352

 Indexed Tuition $ 1,198,842

 Instructional Support $ 717,124

 Occupancy $ 663,118

 Debt Service $ 310,051

 Depreciation $ 575,970

 General & Administrative $ 440,836

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$10,402,293

87.1%

62.5%

11.5%

6.9%

6.4%

5.5%

8.4%

3.2%

4.2%

1.4%

3.0%
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2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT

THE FUND FOR SFS 

The Fund for SFS is The San Francisco School’s Annual Fund campaign  
which takes place each fall, running from October to December. Gifts of 
all sizes are welcome and appreciated! We receive gifts from parents, 
guardians, trustees, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, alumni parents, 
former staff, and friends. The generosity of this community helps to make  
a San Francisco School education even more extraordinary.

Gifts to the Fund comprise an essential portion of The San Francisco School’s 
operating budget each year. Last year, seven percent of the budget came 
from the Annual Fund. These contributions provide resources for students 
and faculty not necessarily covered by tuition. Put to use right away, they 
help provide an exceptional environment for teaching and learning, allowing 
our students to explore, discover, and grow.

SFS Does West Side Story

T H E  G A V E N  S T R E E T  G A Z E T T E     9
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Alain Algazi and Gail Shibata
Ben Ancock and Pamela Vig
Chika Ando
Bradley Andrews and Shaun Cordes
Josh Anish 
Anonymous
Shota Aoyagi and Jungeun Lee
Adam Arkin and Debra Safer
Dee Bardwick and Jennifer McGlone 
James Barton and Julia Lee 
Amir Baseri and Carole Vigne
Jessica Battilana and Sarah Picard 
Tom and Erin Becker 
David and Melinda Benson 
Mark and Jenny Bernstein
Nico Berry and Sarah Frisch 
Shujan and Blaise Bertrand
Nisha and Asheesh Birla
Stephen Bissinger and Taara Hoffman 
The Blum and Cooper Family 
Michael and Alison Brody 
Ben Brooks
Dana Burd and Jeanie Chang 
James Butler and Shigeko Yamaguchi
Sheila Cahill and Fro Rosqueta 
Marcelo Camberos and Ana Zacapa 
Chandra and Christopher Campbell
Brian Case
Joseph Chau and Linh Ly
Roberta and Jerry Chiu
Giselle Chow 
Dave and Kathryn Clark 
Mark and Rebecca Clendenin 
Zach Coelius
Jason Coffer and Cecilia Chang
Bruno Connelly and Nina Rosenberg 
Louis and Katya Cornejo
Cate and Josh Crandall
Cece Cronin 
Sanjeev Datar and Ellen Chen 
Christopher De Meo and Kristin Spilman 
Christine Dehlendorf and Matt Lever 
Michael Demmer and Rachel Benson 
Thor and Hannah Denmark 
Stefano DeZerega and Johanna Hartwig 
Christopher and Sarah Donahue
Caroline and Michael Donohue
Stewart Dorsey and Karla Mei Robertson 
Arjun Dutt and Shveta Berry
Jennifer and Josue Estrada
Phil Farhi and Libby Reder

Robert and Carol Feng 
Daniel and Priscilla Flores
Rowena Fontanos and Kyle Rogers
Richard and Marlene Ford 
Rocio Garcia
Andy Gass and Jenny Wilson
Scott Gelin and Joanna Sargalska-Gelin
Seth Gentzler and Kara Takeuchi 
Beth and Kelly Gillis
Michael Glaser and Kristine Hernandez 
David Goldenberg 
Emily Goldenberg 
Joey Goldman and Brad Williston
Alex Gorelik and Susan Pelton
Grace and Brad Goya
Mitch Grasso and Tracy Nasse 
Ian Green and Cristiana Ceppas 
Ryan Grisso
Alex Grossman and Rebecca Misner
Deepak and Sapna Gupta
Guy and Lia Haskin Fernald
Adam Hassett and Rahna Brown 
Karim Helmy and Salome Heusel
Nestor Hernandez and  

Alexandra de Ledebur
Darby Hillyard
Sofia and Tony Hogqvist
Steve Holman and Lamisse Droubi 
Melissa and Paul Holman-Kursky
Anton Honikman and Jessica Lindl 
Jeff and Lisa Hord 
Nairi and Kirk Hourdajian
Darragh and Suzanne Howard 
Christina and Michael Hughes
Jason Hughes and Kelly Iura 
Daria and Jeff Hutchinson 
Ivan Iannoli and Thea Anderson ‘90
Jeffrey and Jenny Isenberg 
Danielle and Patrick Jackson
Lee Jacobek and Suzanne Ginsburg 
Maneesh Jain and Nadya Ramsaroop 
Aaron Johnson and Deborah McCrimmon
Tim Johnson 
Todd Johnson and Branca Nitzsche
Kirk Jones and Brenda Ng 
Jonathan and Tracy Kaplan 
William Katz
Edward and Christine Katzin 
The Keese-Powell Family 
Catherine Kellison and Lindy Joffe

Esteban Kerner and Lorena Siminovich
Nate Koechley and Aimee Bell 
Crissy and Joerg Koehler
Wendy Kosanovich and Mary Alice Drumm 
Simone Kriz and Timothy Chon 
Catherine and Brian Kwong
Michael Kwun and Sigrid Anderson-Kwun 
Sidhardha Lakireddy and Neeta Takhar
Shernice Lazare
Benjamin and Betsy Lee
Michael Lee and Amy Bricker 
The Lance & Irene Lee Family 
Joel and Elizabeth Leu
Nik Leung and Anita Chawla
Eric Lewis 
Chong Li and Xingxiu Zhen
Manuel Lopez and Ruth Ramirez
Tony and Anne Lopez 
Peter Lorentzen and Karen Park
Michael Madland and Amber Wheeler
Marti and Bruce Maes
Divali Magnus
Jennifer Martin 
Miko Maruoka
Michelle Matz 
Robyn McGrath
David McNeel and Michelle Manzo
Lyrica and Chris McTiernan
Meade Gillingham Family 
Umang Mehta and Yume Nguyen
Alice and Garrett Miller
James Milner and Minnie Ingersoll
Rakesh Mishra and Monica Gandhi 
David Mitchell and Ana Gonzalez
Rebecca Mitchell
Peter Monks and Nisha Nanda
Jacquelyn Moorad and Carolyn Hsu
Jeanette and Kevin Moore 
Steve Morris and Beth Goya-Morris 
William and Enikia Morthel
Daniel and Rebecca Munda
Nancy Nagramada and Charles Raymond
Nicole Nastari ‘90
Richard Neil and Sarah Schoellkopf
Chris Nicholson and Michelle Long
Malini and Amar Nijagal
Kurt Noble and Kate Haug 
Kim and Jon Oakes 
Adam Oberweiser and Melissa Curran
David Onek and Kara Dukakis 

2018-2019 ANNUAL FUND

PARENTS & GUARDIANS

THANK YOU!
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Jeanie Chang 
Thor Denmark 
Davida Desmond 
Julia Eells
Anne Hipskind Roberts 
Anton Honikman 
Sofía López-Ibor
Gabe Lucas ‘87 

TRUSTEES

Cathy Manshel 
Carla Morris
Steve Morris 
Enikia Morthel
Adam Oberweiser
Snuller Price 
Libby Reder
Fro Rosqueta 

Toni Russell
Randy Seriguchi
Baljeet Singh
Jessica Tomlinson
David Whitelaw 
Keith Wolff 
Ana Zacapa 
Mina Zargham ‘03

Anonymous
Jalen Allen ‘08
Dimitri Barton ‘08
Jessica Battilana
Christina Baum
Laura Burges 
Ruth Cardillo
Manuel Cases
Maggie Day 
Michelle De Leon

FACULTY & STAFF

Lili Dheer
Solveig Dimon 
Melissa Doezema 
Stewart Dorsey 
Dolores Elkin 
Jackie Ennis 
Anne Federwisch
Doug Goodkin 
Talia Goodkin ‘98 
Petrina Grube

James Harding
Melissa Holman-Kursky
Christina Hughes
Diana Jang
Jennifer Keese-Powell 
Stacy Lee
Erika Liedtke
CJ Logel 
Sofía López-Ibor
Emma Martin

PARENTS & GUARDIANS, continued

Sam Osborn and Sally Kobayashi Osborn
Neha and John Palmer
Drew Parker-Rose and Flavio Epstein 
Bethany and Michael Paves 
Ellen Perelman 
Tammy and Benjamin Phipps
Erika and Snuller Price 
Shannon Range and Laura Post 
Noman Rangwala and Neelam Noorani 
Mehul Rawal and Asha Gohil 
Rudolph Reyes and Brody Lee
Matt Richtel and Meredith Barad
Mark Risher and Deborah Yeh 
Tim Roberts and Anne Hipskind Roberts 
Beth Robinson
Jamie Robinson
Michael Romano and Kiernan Warble 
Bill Rusitzky and Cathy Manshel 
Kate Ryan
Marcus Ryu and Torrey Simons 
Rohit and Darpun Sachdev 
Rami Saker and Randi Barshack 

Dean Scheben and Samantha Campbell 
Ande and Matte Scheinker 
J.D. Schramm and Ken Daigle
Benjamin Schrom and Poppy Alexander
Cameron Sellers
Prashant Sharma and Priya Bhatia
Amrita and Prashant Shastri
Jonathan Siegel and Sadie Wilcox
Divya and Benjamin Silbermann
Baljeet Singh and Raveena Rihal
Smita Singh and Timothy Westergren
Michael Siou and Polly Arenberg 
Andrew Slakoff and Nicole Wolff 
Ruth Sofaer-Morse and Tyler Morse
Jason and Andrea Spero 
Liz Steinfield and Janell Fischer 
Tom Stephenson and Amy Baker
Chris Stori and Kelly Hayashi
Jonathan Stull and Emily Chang Stull
Yee-Li Sun and Susy Jeng
Roger Teich and Maggie Day 

Christopher Tobin and  
Josephine Taylor-Tobin

Jessica Tomlinson and Jen Taylor
Molly Treadway ‘99 and Alex Campbell 
Thang Truong and Isa Barth-Rogers
Lucy and Glenn Tyrala
Heidi Van Horn
Rosana Vantuyl
Winston Vaughan and Jeffrey Sallot
Raoul and Astrid Veroy
Matthew Walter and Wendy Turner 
Hilary Ware and Sharon Enlowsmith 
David and Sarah Whitelaw 
Keith Wolff and Amelia Zimmermann-Wolff 
Elyse Wolland 
Ethan Yang and Ami Mi Wang
Lisa and Roberto Yepez
Emre Yilmaz and Caroline Smith
Michelle Yi-Martin and Mike Martin
Mazyar Zeinali and Diane Landino
Wanda and Tymm Zerr
Aaron and Jewel Zimmer

 5 Year Consecutive Donors     10 Year Consecutive Donors     15 Year Consecutive Donors     20 Year Consecutive Donors
 25 Year Consecutive Donors
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Achilles Family 
Tom and Carol Baker
Marian and Hans Baldauf 
Daniel Barton and Maica Folch
Bill and Annemarie Bauer
George Borges 
Laura Burges 
Robert Burkhead and Gloria Lau 
Eduardo Cabrera and Raissa Williams 
Robert and Janet Calhoun
Ruth Cardillo
Sam Chase and Jane Wattenberg 
Jan Chernoff and Isabel Wade
Rusa Chiu and Reb Anderson
Tim and Lemlem Chupein
Jana Conley Brown
Stephen Dilly and Lynette Mullens
Solveig Dimon and Steven Goldbeck 
Kate Ditzler and Stuart Gasner
Robert Dunlap and Vivian Walz 
Kate Dyer and Ellen Fey 
Terry and Kathie Edeli 
Dolores Elkin and Joe Rubin 
Linda Erkelens 

ALUMNI FAMILIES

Ralph Forde and Mary Jean Koontz 
Elena and Peter Fuentes-Afflick
Terry Gamble Boyer and Peter Boyer 
Carol Glanville
Doug and Karen Goodkin 
Carla and Johnny Greene 
Ron and Gloria Greenwald
Peter Hemenway
Tod Hing and Maria Yap 
Pat Jackson and Dan Gleich 
George Jones and Elsa Wenzel 
Alex Kral and Kelly Knight 
Frank Lalle and Susan Schwartz 
Stacy and Wyman Lee
Erika Liedtke
Linda and Alfred Louie
Tom Meyer and Julie Stevenson
Robert Mostovoy and  

Linda Kaplan Mostovoy
Sara Newman
Corrine and Michael Olague 
John Pepin and Karen Bisgeier 

Vahlee Peters and Greg Wright 
Miriam Phillips and Charles Eley 
Maria Pracale
Linda Robertson 
Deedra Robinson-Watkins
Alon Salant and Kathryn Aaker Salant
James and Gretchen Sandler 
Paul and Anne Scherer
Rajan Sharma and Michele Sharma 
Joe Sherman and  

Sandy Monteko-Sherman
David Smith and Karen McFee
Eduardo and Julia Sobalvarro
Joseph Taylor and Linda Liebschutz
David Teitel and Helen Loeser 
Lynn Thompson
Tice-Hekker Family 
Victoria Vasey and Byron Bias 
Jim Watson and Davida Desmond 
Bernard Weiner and Heide Linsmayer 
Carl and Jayne Williams
Betsy Wolkin and Michael Gaines
Christine and Clifford Yin 
Bo Zawadsky and Constance Clark

FACULTY & STAFF, continued

Jeanette Moore 
Carla Morris
Steve Morris 
Daniel Munda
Nancy Nagramada
Alberta Neilson 
Corie Ng
Malcolm Norman ‘06
Anne O’Driscoll

Corrine Olague 
Vahlee Peters 
Araceli Quezada
Steve Rubin 
Toni Russell
Tiphani Russell Johnson 
Paige Sandoz
Eugene Stampley 
Diana Tirado

Molly Treadway ‘99 
Vivian Walz 
Maggie Weis 
Afandie Winter
Elyse Wolland 
Sarah Wood 
Michelle Yi-Martin
Jiazhen Zhang

Jalen Allen ‘08
Thea Anderson ‘90 
Fritz Baldauf ‘16
Liesl Baldauf ‘17
Dimitri Barton ‘08
Laralyn Bergstedt ‘88
Anna Boyer ‘09
Joe Cooper ‘18
Ned Devereux ‘05
Alexander Eley ‘98
Tess Finkle ‘98
Andres Fuentes-Afflick ‘05

ALUMNI

Talia Goodkin ‘98 
Samantha Hess ‘17
Helena Hess ‘18
Whitney Larson ‘00
Marcus Lee
Gabe Lucas ‘87 
Jordan Miller
Brian Moore ‘18
Nicole Nastari ‘90
Manuel Nieto ‘93
Malcolm Norman ‘06
Adam Oberweiser
William Range ‘17

Mitchell Rusitzky ‘16
Leah Sandler ‘15
Elijah Sandler ‘18
Molly Treadway ‘99 
James Uejio ‘10
Devanee Watkins ‘18
Daniel Watson ‘05
Matthew Watson ‘03
Sophia Yin ‘13
Isabella Yin ‘16
Emma Yin ‘18
Mina Zargham ‘03
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GRANDPARENTS & ALUMNI GRANDPARENTS

Jeffrey and Janis Bautista
Ruth Bernstein
Paul and Kathy Bissinger 
Sandy Chang
Rusa Chiu and Reb Anderson
Stanley and Gabrielle Chow
Joseph and Dianne Clendenin 
Laura and Richard Davis
David and Sara DeZerega
Steve and Hilary Dorsey
Mufeed and Pamela Droubi
Daniel Flores
Priscilla and Henry Frisch 
Ruth and Richard Gass 

Rod and Donna Goya
Neera and Satish Gupta
Jim and Anne Harding
Bill and Nancy Heaslip
Carole Holman
Kathleen Janger
Joseph and Marina Jeng
Tom and Carole Keese
Pamela and Roger Kostmayer
Janice and Manny Kursky
Frances and John Morse
Ashraf and Zebunissa Noorani
Pushpa and Raman Patel
Peter Range and Linda Harris

Carol Risher
Leslie Robertson and SawTeen See
John and Joannie Rogers
Philip and Judy Ryan 
Nancy Sellers
Joan Spero and C. Michael Spero 
Mark and Jill Stull
Fang-Kuo and Ching-Mi Sun
Jim and Joan Swanson 
Heidi and Chris Swindells
Thomas and Karen Tobin
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Stephen and Lois Yeh

FRIENDS & FORMER STAFF

Matt Allio 
Rahna Brown 
Praveen Buddiga
Lynne Canderlario

Terry Edeli 
Karen Goodkin 
Paloma Herman
Marty Hopp

Helen Mae Lee
Linda Louie
Charlie Meade 
Miriam Phillips 
Dale Zink

ORGANIZATIONS & CORPORATIONS

Abraham Kaplan Charitable Foundation 
Alliance Bernstein L.P.
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Apple 
Autodesk
Bank of America Foundation
BlackRock 
Bright Funds Foundation
The Campbell Foundation  

Chevron’s Humankind Matching  
Gift Program 

Clorox Gift Campaign

Costco Wholesale Corporation
eBay Foundation
Eugene M. Lang Foundation
Facebook
GAP Foundation
Google Inc. 
Intel Foundation
Intuit Foundation 
Levi Strauss Foundation
Linkedin
Naloma Inc.
Nvidia

Plant Construction
R P Associates, Inc.
Ripple
Salesforce Foundation 
Sephora USA, Inc.
SurveyMonkey
Transplant Consulting Group, Inc.
Verizon
Visa
Wells Fargo 
The Willow Foundation 
Zephyr Real Estate 

IN-KIND GIFTS

Marian and Hans Baldauf 
Stewart Dorsey and Karla Mei Robertson 

Mark and Rebecca Clendenin 
Cate Kellison and Lindy Joffe 

 5 Year Consecutive Donors     10 Year Consecutive Donors     15 Year Consecutive Donors     20 Year Consecutive Donors             
 25 Year Consecutive Donors
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VOLUNTEERS
We salute the many volunteers who help to build community, 
support teaching and learning, and promote a culture of giving 
at SFS. This invaluable gift of time and talent makes a difference 
in the lives of our students and helps weave the fabric of our 
wonderful community.
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FAMILY ASSOCIATION  
LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
Rachel Benson, Chair
Hannah Denmark, Activism Lead
Sapna Gupta, Communications Lead
Michelle Manzo, Family Education Co-Lead
Bethany Paves, New Families Lead
Raveena Rihal, Families4Families Lead 
Nina Rosenberg, Room Parent Lead
Divya Silbermann, Family Education Co-Lead
Michael Siou, Community Cafe Lead

ROOM PARENTS
David Benson
Sarah Donahue
Caroline Donohue
Beth Gillis
Asha Gohil
Joey Goldman
Kelly Hayashi
Steve Hellman
Darragh Howard
Tracy Kaplan
Chris Katzin
Liz Leu
Anne Lopez
Jacquelyn Moorad
Rebecca Munda
Sally Osborn
Bethany Paves
Darpun Sachdev
Debra Safer
Michael Siou
Carrie Smith
Chris Stori
Yee-Li Sun
Wendy Turner
Astrid Veroy
Sarah Whitelaw
Brad Williston

ANNUAL FUND CABINET
Dave Whitelaw, Parent Chair
Bob Moog, Alumni Parent Chair
Sofía López-Ibor, Carla Morris & Toni Russell, 

Faculty Co-Chairs
Gabrielle and Stanley Chow,  

Grandparent Chairs

ANNUAL FUND CLASS CAPTAINS
Alice Miller
Andy Gass
Emily Gillingham
Asha Gohil
Grace Goya
Tracy Kaplan
Chris Nicholson
Laura Post
Snuller Price
Cameron Sellers
Rosana Vantuyl
Lisa Yepez
Jenny Wilson
Ana Zacapa

AUCTION FOR TUITION 
ASSISTANCE
Rachel Benson, Fund-A-Need Video 

Production
Cate Kellison, Decor

DIWALI CELEBRATION 
COMMITTEE
Anita Chawla
Sapna Gupta
Neelam Noorani
Raveena Rihal
Darpun Sachdev
Amrita Shastri
Divya Silbermann
Anjili Singh

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS
Beth Gillis
Sally Osborn
Bethany Paves
Beth Robinson
Michael Siou

NON-TRUSTEE BOARD 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Lora Blum
Anita Chawla
Rowena Fontanos
Steve Holman
Maneesh Jain
Irene Lee
Lyrica McTiernan
Peter Monks

Christian Munk
Raveena Rihal
Prashant Sharma
Andy Slakoff
Carrie Smith
Jason Spero
Liz Steinfield
Amelia Zimmermann-Wolff

ADMISSIONS VOLUNTEERS
Polly Arenberg
Rachel Benson 
Shveta Berry
Priya Bhatia
Jeanie Chang
Christine Dehlendorf
Lamisse Droubi
Flavio Epstein
Priscilla Flores
Emily Gillingham
Suzanne Ginsburg
Joey Goldman
Beth Goya-Morris
Taara Hoffman
Shernice Lazare
Eric Lewis
Jessica Lindl
Anne Lopez
Divali Magnus
Coline McConnel
Kevin Moore
Enikia Morthel
Bethany Paves
Christine Penfield
Ellen Perelman
Laura Post
Jamie Robinson
Matte Scheinker
Baljeet Singh
Michael Siou
Andy Slakoff
Ana Zacapa

And many more volunteers who supported 
various events, drivers for field trips, 
chaperones for middle school dances, 
bakers, and so much more. Thank you for 
making these experiences that much richer 
with your presence and support!
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THE SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL ENDOWMENT
Endowment gifts provide essential income that is consistent and reliable.  
The San Francisco School endowment, established in 1982 and currently 
valued at $3.7 million, ensures long-term security for the school and 
a perpetual source of annual revenue that complements both annual 
fundraising and tuition income. 

The San Francisco School endowment consists of a general fund as well as 
named funds. The general fund is comprised of gifts received which have 
been undesignated. These gifts allow the Board and school administration 
to determine how to allocate the proceeds. Undesignated endowment funds 
allow the school to be flexible when unfavorable economic conditions strike, 
and in favorable economic conditions, allow the school to be bold in the 
advancement of the school’s strategic imperatives. 

Currently, there are 20 named endowed funds that support key priorities of 
the school such as tuition assistance, professional development, and program 
support. These funds supplement the operating budget for their designated 
areas, filling an important gap that is not covered by tuition income. 
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2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT

2018-19 ENDOWMENT GIFTS

General Fund
Kevin O’Connor and Kristen Bailey 
Corrine and Michael Olague  

Named Funds
Chester & Clara Miltibarger Fund
Marie Bergstedt 

Edeli Family Endowment Fund
Sue Schaefer and Hale Conklin 
Terry and Kathie Edeli 

Karen Goodkin Scholarship Fund
The Campbell Foundation 

Grey Family Endowment for  
Academic Innovation
George Borges 

Other Named Funds

Ayrshire Foundation Fund for  
Teacher Development

Bal Villasenor Endowment Fund
Baldauf Family Fund for Sustainability
Burkhead Lau Scholarship Fund 
Chrissy Bates Memorial Scholarship Fund
Gloria Darrow Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Dekovic Memorial Scholarship Fund
Dekovic Memorial Scholarship Fund for 

Staff Development
Frank Korn Memorial Scholarship Program
Gamble Boyer Endowment Fund
Gari Grant Memorial Scholarship Fund
Hancock Fund for Teacher Development
Morris Family Fund for Equity and Justice
Pate Family Endowment
Patty Wright Memorial Fund for Performing 

and Visual Arts 
Sandler Family Endowment

SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL 
LEGACY SOCIETY

We are honored to include the 
following donors in the The San 
Francisco School’s Legacy Society, 
a group of dedicated donors who 
have made planned gifts to The San 
Francisco School Endowment:

Terry and Kathie Edeli
Terry Gamble Boyer and Peter Boyer
Miriam Phillips and Charles Eley

 5 Year Consecutive Donors     10 Year Consecutive Donors     15 Year Consecutive Donors     20 Year Consecutive Donors             
 25 Year Consecutive Donors

Donors who made gifts to the school between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019 are listed in this annual report. We have tried to provide 
complete and accurate information for this report. Our apologies to any persons inadvertently omitted. Please let the Advancement Office 
(415.239.1475) know if we need to correct our records. THANK YOU.

ENDOWED FUND DESIGNATIONS
 Undesignated $ 2,713,175

 Scholarships/Tuition Assistance $ 548,222

 Academic Innovation $ 270,864

 Other Program Support $ 179,189

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$3,711,450

73.1%

14.8%

7.3%

4.8%



18    T H E  G A V E N  S T R E E T  G A Z E T T E18    T H E  G A V E N  S T R E E T  G A Z E T T E

The San Francisco School’s founding gift was the property on which it 
was built. In 1969, a group of parents pooled their resources for the down 
payment to buy the property at 300 Gaven Street.

The endowment was established in 1982, with a gift from the Factory  
Store for $30,000 that established a designated fund to be used for 
Tuition Assistance. From those humble and generous beginnings, through 
targeted endowment campaigns in the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s plus market 
performance, our endowment has grown to $3.7 million as of June 30, 2019.

While our endowment value has been steadily increasing, it has been 
more than a decade since we made a concerted effort to grow it.  
We are undercapitalized for the next era in our school’s future and 
well below the recommended benchmark for independent schools,  
an endowment equal to one year of tuition revenue. 
This undercapitalization limits our people and programs and narrows  
our aspirations. The greatest strategic need we face is to grow the  
school’s endowment. 

A strong endowment provides critical non-tuition revenue and secures the  
financial health and future of the school. Currently, the endowment totals 
$13,250 per student. Our goal is to have an endowment equal to average 
annual tuition per student.  

SFS’s strategic plan aims to support people and program, and that simply 
isn’t possible without an endowment significantly larger than our existing 
one. The enduring support of an increased endowment will allow us to 
protect our robust tuition assistance program, pay our faculty and staff 
competitive salaries, and fuel SFS for generations to come.

At critical times in our history, The San Francisco School’s community has 
come together to provide for future generations of SFS students. These 
founders and friends dug the wells from which we now drink. Growing our 
endowment today is a critical way to strengthen the School’s tomorrow. 
The School is beginning a new fundraising effort, Forge Our Future: The 
Campaign for SFS, and will share more information about this important 
campaign in the coming year.

SFS’S ENDOWMENT: 
CHALLENGE & 
OPPORTUNITY
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WAYS TO GIVE TO THE SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL

The San Francisco School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (#94-1629702) and gifts are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by the law. The school offers various ways to support the school, including:

ONLINE
You may donate to The San Francisco School online at www.sfschool.org/donate.

BY PHONE
Gifts are gladly accepted over the phone with a credit card at 415.239.1475.

BY MAIL
The San Francisco School
300 Gaven Street
San Francisco CA 94134
attn: Advancement Office

SECURITIES
A gift to the school of appreciated securities are gladly accepted. For more details and information, 
please contact the Advancement Office at 415.239.1475 or advancement@sfschool.org.

AS A MATCHING GIFT
Many employers have established a matching gifts program that allows an employee’s gift to be 
matched, often 1:1. Please ask your employer about their matching gifts guidelines. If available, 
please inform the school that the gift will be matched at the time of the donation.

AS A BEQUEST
For more information about including The San Francisco School in your estate plans, please contact 
the Advancement Office at 415.239.1475 or advancement@sfschool.org.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

CLASS OF 2015 COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT 

Barnard College

Berklee College of Music

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

CSU Chico 

CSU Long Beach

CSU Sonoma

Colorado College

Lewis & Clark College

New York University

Northwestern University

Occidental College

Reed College

Skidmore College

Skyline College

UC Berkeley

UC Davis

UC Los Angeles

UC Santa Cruz

University of Denver

University of Northern California

University of Portland

University of Southern California

Western Washington University

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Yale University

Congratulations to the Class of 2015 on their high school graduation! We had a chance to reminisce with alumni  
and their parents at a reunion picnic on June 10, 2019. What a delight! We have so much pride in and hope for them, 
and cannot wait to hear about the various ways they will make a difference in this world!

The Bay School of San Francisco

Drew School

International High School

Lick-Wilmerding High School

Lowell High School

Mission High School

Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory

Sage International (Idaho)

Sonoma Valley High School

SOTA — Ruth Asawa School of the Arts

St. Ignatius College Preparatory

University High School

The Urban School of San Francisco

(San Francisco) Waldorf High School

SFS 
GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2019 HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
Reflection, gratitude, and pride filled the Community Center on June 8, 2019 when The San Francisco School 
celebrated each student of the graduating Class of 2019. With full hearts, we wish them the best of luck on their 
next chapter!

This is a partial list. If you don’t see your school on the list, please let us know. We’d love to hear from you!
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SPOTLIGHT  
ON ALUMNI

There is great joy in being a parent 
at The San Francisco School, but for 
a small group there is also a lovely 
layer of déjà vu. 

At present, SFS has no fewer than 
six parents who are graduates or 
former students at the School. Some 
of these current parents attended 
SFS for preschool and kindergarten, 
some for their entire elementary 
school experience, and others 
through eighth grade graduation. 
Recently we had the chance to catch 
up with them to reflect back, and 
look ahead.

Thea Anderson ’90, parent of a ’14 
grad and a current second grader, 
credits The San Francisco School 
with shaping her sense of what a 
school could, and should, be. “I was 
just so happy at that school. I felt 
appreciated. I believe education 
can be joyful. What I really want is 
for all children, everywhere, to have 
that sense of joy and safety and 
belonging that I had as a student.” 
As for her observations as a parent, 
“I really appreciate that the School 
has retained the ‘special’ things 
that are not less important than the 
academic curriculum. Singing, art, 
outdoor play, P.E. — those things 
aren’t ‘extra.’ SFS gave me a sense 
of what a school can do for a kid.  
It can be all these things.”

“Every time I’m on campus,”  
says David Edeli ’91, “I am on the 
lookout for anything that was there 
when I was there. The cubbies in 

SFS REFLECTIONS — PAST STUDENTS, CURRENT PARENTS

the preschool hallway, everything.” 
David says he knows how fortunate 
he is to have had the experience 
he did at SFS. “The teachers at SFS 
carefully and relentlessly taught us 
to seek and celebrate peace and 
justice. I remember writing a letter 
to President Reagan, on dotted-
line cursive paper, telling him the 
invasion of Grenada was not how 
people resolve a conflict.” And 
now, it is beyond special to have his 
daughter poised to have the same 
experiences. “I can’t wait to hear 
Lillian singing all of the songs that 
I learned from Doug (Goodkin),” 
David notes. “In her first two weeks 
of school, she already came home 
singing songs that I recognized.”

Molly Treadway ’99 has a special 
lens on the School — or really, three 
lenses; as an alumna, as a parent 
of a preschooler and a first grader, 
and as a veteran SFS educator. “This 
school is good at helping you know 
yourself,” Molly says. She loves 
telling her daughters and students 
stories from her own SFS days. 

Many beloved teachers are now 
her colleagues and, Molly notes, 
“are figuring into my kids’ stories as 
well as my own. There’s that shared 
language and experience, a shared 
knowledge.” And, oh yes, there is 
also singing: “I do love that songs 
from Singing Time make their way 
to us at home.” Chattanooga Choo 
Choo is among those currently in 
heavy rotation.

“The most important things The  
San Francisco School taught me 
were kindness, respect, and empathy 
for everyone,” says Dina Greenwald 
’92. Dina, parent of a South Class 
preschooler, notes that, in terms of 
lessons and traditions that made 
a lasting impression on her as a 
student, “music taught by Doug 
Goodkin had a big impact on me,” 
noting that other faculty, including 
Maggie Weis, Solveig Dimon, Erika 
Leidke, and Laura Burges, did as 
well. “The School’s values helped 
lead me into the mental health field 
and contributed to my desire to help 
others. I am now a psychotherapist 
working with children and families, 
and proudly teach my children these 
very same values.”

“The SFS mission stuck with me 
from an early age,” notes Adam 
Oberweiser, who attended SFS as 
a preschooler, and is now the parent 
of an eighth grader. “Practicing 
mutual respect, embracing diversity, 
and a passion for learning are tenets 
I have tried to live by and that have 
served me well.”  
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SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI

ALUMNI NEWS
FALL 2019

This summer, Jocelyn Iglehart ‘13, Lauren Levine ‘14, Mitchell Rusitsky ‘16, and Roel Cahill-Rosqueta ‘17 joined 
us working in a variety of roles at SFS, from summer camp to tech and administrative support. We were delighted to 
have them on campus again! Brian Weis ‘08 stopped by SFS for a visit in March. He’s currently living in Brooklyn as a 
working artist, a preparator at a NYC gallery, and a practicing visual artist. Jeffrey Yip ‘06 and Julia Yu were married 
in Burlingame this September. Congratulations! Classmate Nick Burton ‘06 served as a groomsman. Madeleine 
Katz ‘01 and her husband welcomed a daughter, Audrey, in October 2018. Andy Reed ‘96 and Yakira Teitel ‘95 
celebrated the birth of their daughter, Sela, in September 2019. SFS sends a warm welcome to their little cubs.  
Former SFS Bear Jevon McFerrin came to campus this fall while visiting from New York City. Jevon is an actor 
perhaps best known for his recent roles in the Broadway hit Hamilton. Older brother Taylor McFerrin is now living in 
Los Angeles and working as a producer, composer, and singer. He just released his second album, Love’s Last Chance. 
Last spring, Lena Corwin ‘91 and Doug Goodkin co-hosted an event, a special singing time for children of alumni 
from Lena’s SFS generation.

Adam has been deeply involved  
as a school volunteer, serving on  
the School’s Board of Trustees and 
on the Advancement Committee.  
He has also served as a room 
parent, “another great experience  
I would recommend to anyone.  
It’s really something special to help 
the school your child attends.”

Nicole Nastari, parent of a ’19 grad 
and two current middle schoolers, 
says it all came right back on the 
admissions tour for her eldest 
child. “I attended preschool and 
kindergarten (at SFS), from 1979 
to 1982. I loved it so much, and 
my mom loved it for me; I thrived 

SFS REFLECTIONS — PAST STUDENTS, CURRENT PARENTS

there. When I went back and toured 
with my daughter, it was just an 
absolute flood of memories. The 
art projects – everything. It was so 
sensory, and tangible. Preschool and 
kindergarten should always be play-
based, experiential.” The book nook 
stands out as a special memory for 
Nicole. “My mother says I learned to 
read (at SFS), even though it wasn’t 
taught. I see that sort of support 
with my own kids, too.”

In terms of their professional paths 
and civic engagement, these SFS 
grads and past students exemplify 
living the intellectual, imaginative, 
and humanitarian promise.  

David is a labor litigator; Molly is  
a first grade teacher at SFS; Nicole 
is a high school administrator  
and wellness director; Thea is a 
school social worker; Adam is a 
marketing professional; and Dina  
is a psychotherapist. All named  
the sharing of this SFS legacy  
with their children as a driving  
factor in choosing the School.  
The throughline for all of them, 
rooted in their time as SFS students, 
is an abiding connection to and 
empathy for others, a deep 
curiosity, and a rigorous approach 
to questioning things as they are.

Do you have news to share?

We are always interested in hearing from our SFS alumni. Let us know what’s new these days!
Visit www.sfschool.org/alumni/update
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Anne Hipskind Roberts, 
Chair

Jeanie Chang,  
Vice Chair

Dimitri Barton ‘08
Rachel Benson
Dee Desmond
Julia Russell Eells
Asha Gohil
Anton Honikman
Sofía López-Ibor
Ben Mangan
Cathy Manshel
Steve Morris

2019-2020 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Adam Oberweiser
John Palmer
Snuller Price
Libby Reder
Fro Rosqueta
Toni Russell
Randy Seriguchi, Jr. 
Baljeet Singh
Jessica Tomlinson
Dave Whitelaw
Keith Wolff
Michelle Yi-Martin
Ana Zacapa
Mina Zargham ‘03
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Ways to stay connected!
 facebook.com/thesanfranciscoschool

 instagram.com/sfschool

 The San Francisco School Alumni Group

Update your contact information at sfschool.org/alumni

SAVE THE DATES!
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR:
Grandparents & Special Friends Day
Monday, November 18

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade Holiday Plays
Wednesday, December 18

Auction for Tuition Assistance 
Saturday, March 14

1st & 2nd Grade Plays 
Friday, March 20

Weekend of Service 
March 21-22

All School Meeting 
Wednesday, April 29

3rd, 4th & 5th Spring Concerts 
Tuesday, May 12

Middle School Spring Concerts 
Thursday, May 14

Maggie Weis Retirement Party 
Friday, May 1

Doug Goodkin Retirement Party 
Saturday, May 23

Graduation 
Thursday, June 4
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