Dear Class of 2018,

| am eager to get to know you in the next school year! In the meantime, please
complete the following summer activities:

Howard Zinn’s, A Young People’s History of the United States

(introduction and chapter 1)

While reading, reflect on the following prompts. Please respond to them in writing and
have them on the first day of school. Be thoughtful in your responses. (3-5 sentences
each)

Whose perspective(s) are present in Zinn’s text?

What purpose does Zinn believe the telling of history serve?

Has this changed anything in your existing understanding of the story of Christopher
Columbus and the “founding” of America?

What in American history sparks your curiousity? How best do you learn?

1 y - i ¥t 2
What doee a “pecples’ inistoy ' mean -
In addition to the Zinn reading, please write me a one page letter describing your
favorite music and dance moves. Be descriptive, please! You can also hand this in on
the first day of school.

Also, please read a book, magazine, graphic novel, anything that you might enjoy. Be
- ready to share your reading with the class.

Most importantly, get rest, have fun, eat great food, and don't stress.

Warmly,

Michelle
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EVER sINCE my book A People’s History of the
United States was published twenty-five years ago,
parents and teachers have been asking me about an
edition that would be attractive to youngsters. So |
am very pleased that Seven Stories Press and
Rebecca Stefoff have undertaken the heroic job of
adapting my book for younger readers.

Over the years, some people have asked me:
“Do you think that your history, which is radically
different than the usual histories of the United
States, is suitable for young people? Won't it create
disillusionment with our country? Is it right to be
so critical of the government’s policies? Is it right
to take down the traditional heroes of the nation,
like Christopher Columbus, Andrew Jackson,

Theodore Roosevelt? Isn't it unpatriotic to empha-
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fought in the Spanish-American War, driving
Spain out of Cuba, but also paving the way for the
United States to take control of Cuba?

Yes, we all need heroes, people to admire, to
see as examples of how human beings should live.
But I prefer to see Bartolomé de Las Casas as a
hero, for exposing Columbus’s violent behavior
against the Indians he encountered in the
Bahamas. I prefer to see the Cherokee Indians as
heroes, for resisting their removal from the lands
on which they lived. To me, it is Mark Twain who
is a hero, because he denounced President
Theodore Roosevelt after Roosevelt had praised an
American general who had massacred hundreds
of people in the Philippines. I consider Helen
Keller a hero because she protested against
President Woodrow Wilson's decision to send
young Americans into the slaughterhouse of the
First World War.

My point of view, which is critical of war,
racism, and economic injustice, carries over to the
situation we face in the United States today.

More than five years have elapsed since the
most recent edition of A People’s History, and this
young people’s edition gives me an opportunity, in

the final chapter of Volume Two, to bring the story
up to date, to the end of 2006, halfway through
the second administration of George W. Bush, and
three and a half years after the start of the U.S.
invasion of Iraq.
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The Arawaks lived in the Bahama Islands. Like
Indians on the American mainland, they believed
in hospitality and in sharing. But Columbus, the
first messenger to the Americas from the civiliza-
tion of western Europe, was hungry for money. As
soon as he arrived in the islands, he seized some
Arawaks by force so that he could get information
from them. The information that Columbus wanted
was this: Where is the gold?

Columbus had talked the king and queen of
Spain into paying for his expedition. Like other
European states, Spain wanted gold. There was
gold in the Indies, as the people of Europe
called India and southeastern Asia. The Indies
had other valuable goods, too, such as silks and
spices. But traveling by land from Europe to
Asia was a long and dangerous journey, so the
nations of Furope were searching for a way to
reach the Indies by sea. Spain decided to gamble
on Columbus. In return for bringing back gold
and spices, Columbus would get 1o percent of
the profits. He would be made governor of any
newly discovered lands, and he would win the
title Admiral of the Ocean Sea. He set out with
three ships, hoping to become the first

European to reach Asia by sailing across the
Atlantic Ocean.

Like other informed people of his time,
Columbus knew that the world was round. This
meant that he could sail west from Europe to reach
the East. The world Columbus imagined, however,
was small. He would never have made it to Asia,
which was thousands of miles farther away than he
thought. But he was lucky. One-fourth of the im.m
there he came upon an unknown land between
Europe and Asia.

Thirty-three days after leaving waters known to
Europeans, Columbus and his men saw branches
floating in the water and flocks of birds in the air.
These were signs of land. Then, on October 12,
1492, a sailor called Rodrigo saw the moon shin-
ing on white sands, and cried out. It was an island
in the Bahamas, in the Caribbean Sea. The first
man to sight land was supposed to get a large
reward, but Rodrigo never got it. Columbus
claimed that he had seen a light the evening
before. He got the reward.
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The Arawaks’ Impossible Task

THE ARAWAK INDIANS who greeted Columbus
lived in villages and practiced agriculture. Unlike
the Europeans, they had no horses or other work
animals, and they had no iron. What they did have
was tiny gold ornaments in their ears.

Those little ornaments shaped history. Because
of them, Columbus started his relationship with
the Indians by taking prisoners, thinking that they
could lead him to the source of the gold. He sailed

SNVIANI IHL ANV SNEWNNTOD

to several other Caribbean islands, including
Hispaniola, an island now divided between two
countries, Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
After one of Columbus’s ships ran aground, he
used wood from the wreck to build a fort in Haiti.
Then he sailed back to Spain with news of his dis-
covery, leaving thirty-nine crewmen at the fort.
Their orders were to find and store the gold.

The report Columbus made to the royal

Spanish court was part fact, part fiction. He
claimed to have reached Asia, and he called the

]

Arawaks “Indians,” meaning people of the Indies.
The islands Columbus had visited must be off the U4

Bartolomé de Las Casas,
coast of China, he said. They were full of riches: 1791
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In two years, through murder or suicide, half
them were dead.

When it was clear that there was no gold left,
the Indians were enslaved on the Spaniards’ huge
estates. They were overworked and mistreated,
and they died by the thousands. By 1550, only five
hundred Indians remained. A century later, no
Arawaks were left on the island.

Telling Columbus’s Story

WE KNOW WHAT HAPPENED ON THE
Caribbean islands after Columbus came because of
Bartolomé de Las Casas. He was a young priest who
helped the Spanish conquer Cuba. For a while he
owned a plantation where Indian slaves worked.

But then Las Casas gave up his plantation and
spoke out against Spanish cruelty.

Las Casas made a copy of Columbus’s journal,
and he also wrote a book called History of the
Indies. In this book, he described the Indians’ soci-
ety and their customs. He also told how the

Spaniards treated the Indians:

As for the newly born, they died early because their

mothers, overworked and famished [starving], had no

milk to nurse them, and for this reason, while I was in

Cuba, 7,000 children died in three months. Some

mothers even drowned their babies from sheer desper-

ation. . . . In this way, husbands died in the mines,

wives died at work, and children died from lack of

milk. . . . My eyes have seen these acts so foreign to

human nature, and now 1 tremble as [ write. . ..

This was the start of the history of Europeans
in the Americas. It was a history of conquest, slav-
ery, and death. But for a long time, the history
books given to children in the United States told a
different story—a tale of heroic adventure, not
bloodshed. The way the story is taught to young
people is just beginning to change.

The story of Columbus and the Indians shows
us something about how history gets written. One
of the most famous historians to write about
Columbus was Samuel Eliot Morison. He even
sailed across the Atlantic Ocean himself, retracing
Columbus’s route. In 1954 Morison published a
popular book called Christopher Columbus, Mariner.
He said that cruel treatment by Columbus and the

II
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is by letting us see the hidden parts of the past, the ]

times when people showed that they could resist
the powerful, or join together. Maybe our future

can be found in the past’s moments of kindness
and courage rather than its centuries of warfare.
That is my approach to the history of the United
States, which started with the meeting between

Columbus and the Arawaks.

More Meetings, More Fighting

The tragedy of Columbus and the Arawaks hap-
pened over and over again. Spanish conquerors
Hernan Cortés and Francisco Pizarro destroyed
the Aztecs of Mexico and the Incas of South
America. When English settlers reached Virginia
and Massachusetts, they did the same thing to the
Indians they met.

Jamestown, Virginia, was the first permanent
English settlement in the Americas. It was built
inside a territory governed by an Indian chief
named Powhatan. He watched the English settle
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Captain Mason'’s attack
on the Pequots’
fortified village, 1637.
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