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The San Francisco School 
cultivates and celebrates 
the intellectual, imaginative, 
and humanitarian promise 
of each student in a 
community that practices 
mutual respect, embraces 
diversity, and inspires a 
passion for learning.
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LETTER 
FROM 
STEVE
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I am still getting involved with as much as possible 
during my final year as the Head of School. It’s been a 
blast. Wearing the bear mascot costume at the Opening 
Ceremony, surrounded by the entire Elementary and 
Middle School, I was overwhelmed by the thrill of us all 
being there side by side, just as many generations of SFS 
students, families, and staff have been before us. On a 
solid foundation of tradition, I see our accomplishments 
everywhere I look on campus. There is evidence of our 
strategic plan in each classroom, staff meeting, and 
community gathering. For example,

• Whenever I walk through campus I can’t help beaming 
at how our Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math programs are so well integrated with our Arts 
and Humanities. There are new physical spaces —  
the Field Station in the Adventure Playground, 
the Learning Commons in the Edeli Building, the 
Workshop atop of the Community Center. 

• I love to see our passionate and innovative staff 
members in roles created by the Strategic Plan, like 
Carly Reiter, Director of Design, Engineering, and 
Technology; Jalen Allen ’08, Elementary STEAM 
Teacher, and River Castaneda ’14, STEAM Teaching 
Assistant; Theo Dumothier, Dean of the Learning 
Commons and Library Services; Sadie Wilcox, 
Upper School Art Teacher; Damon Allswang, Upper 
Elementary Math Teacher; and Diane Cho, Technology 
Services Coordinator. Our staff and our new spaces 
have made a profound impact on the STEAM program 
at all grade levels, from Preschool to 8th Grade.

• Our Empathy in the Age of Acceleration initiative 
demands a focus on social emotional learning (SEL) 
along with STEAM. We have strengthened our 
student support team and we have infused SEL into 
every part of our program. I see it in the cross-grade 
buddies and K–5th school families; in our expanded 
library holdings, like the book I checked out to read 
to the 2nd Graders, Sonia Sotomayor’s Just Ask!: 
Be Different, Be Brave, Be You; in the camaraderie 
and teamwork I observed while guest coaching the 
5th–8th Grade cross country runners.

SFS’s got soul! For the first time in nearly fifteen 
years, Wendy Wilkinson (Director of Admissions,  
2001–07) returned to SFS for a visit. I was eager to see 
the School through her eyes. After touring the campus, 
Wendy remarked that SFS remains “a uniquely vibrant 
and intellectually stimulating community. Time has 
passed, and buildings have changed at SFS. But what 
makes me so happy is that the soul is still alive and 
kicking in the collective heart of the staff, the music,  
the art, the lunch, the diversity, and the passion 
for learning together!”(see more about Wendy in 
Community News, p. 26).

To be honest, Wendy’s words felt like a mic drop 
moment. Since my predecessor Terry Edeli handed  
me the keys to the school, I have been repeating the 
mantra “handle with care.” The School has always  
been extraordinary and unique, and frankly, I did not 
want to mess it up!

And while I wanted some things to stay the same forever, 
our community is constantly looking toward the future 
— our families and staff share values and a collective 
vision of how to build on what makes SFS SFS. While 
adamantly holding on to our traditions, we push forward 
and evolve, through introspective assessments and 
strategic planning, to make our school as exceptional 
and sustainable as possible.
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• From the kitchen to the classrooms and the offices 
across the street, I am so proud of the staff we 
have assembled to carry out the School’s mission 
and educational philosophy. We have supported 
teachers and administrative staff by providing both 
equitable pay and additional human resources 
services; restructuring the Division Head roles and 
creating the Curriculum and Program team; adjusting 
schedules and adding Special Programs instructors; 
and encouraged professional development for 
all (including our contingent of eight at this year’s 
People of Color Conference in San Antonio). I am 
part of a 6th Grade Advisory, supporting the students 
as well as acting as a mentor for my co-advisor  
River Castaneda ’14. 

• Last month, we opened the Gaven St. gates for 
the 16th Annual Portola Garden Tour. Hosted by 
our Head of Lower School (and Public Purpose 
Committee staff liaison) Kate McElvaney, we 
welcomed visitors from all over SF (and beyond), 
new and alumni families, and neighbors into the 

Adventure Playground (featuring student cellist 
performances in the Gazebo!). I felt giddy having 
long-term neighbors stop by and introducing SFS to 
folks who didn’t know a school existed behind the 
gates. It was a powerful feeling of connection — to 
the Portola, our friends in the neighborhood, and our 
school community.

Those of you who know me know that I wear my heart on 
my sleeve. In this final year, in unpredictable moments, I 
have found myself tearing up all too often. In the pages 
that follow, I invite you to join me in feeling joy about 
where SFS stands today. As we reset from the pandemic, 
our future is very bright. And I hope that, like Wendy, you 
too can feel how the School’s soul continues to live on.

Together,

STEVE MORRIS 
Head of School



As The San Francisco School celebrated its  
50th anniversary in 2016, the school community  
reflected on its challenges and accomplishments  
through a self-study and accreditation process. Soon 
afterward, the Strategic Planning Committee was formed 
to identify the School’s priorities and draft the Strategic 
Plan 2017–22: Fulfilling Our Humanitarian Promise, a 
guide for the immediate and long-term vision of the 
School in a city with evolving demographics and a world 
with increasing technological advances.

At first, it served as a compass for the School’s direction. 
We set out to incorporate evidence-based approaches 
to teaching and learning in a contemporary global 
context. We were determined to preserve and advance 
the diversity and belonging in our community and 
recommit to social justice both on campus and off. And 
we wanted to deepen our engagement with the Portola 
neighborhood specifically and the Bay Area in general.

Over time, its initiatives for the people, program, and 
places of SFS have become integrated into the School’s 
ethos. Early progress toward the goals prepared the 
School well for the pandemic when support for students 
and staff, a major programmatic pivot, and expanded 
spaces were critical. 

As we reflect on the achievements inspired by these 
initiatives we appreciate the impacts across the school, 
some obvious and some subtle. The work continues.  
At present, the Board of Trustees and Administration  
are assessing the progress we have made, 
contemplating which initiatives need more time to 
further develop, and preparing for the next cycle of  
self-study and accreditation.

For now, in broad strokes, here are a few highlights 
of the School’s accomplishments inspired by the 
Strategic Plan.

REFLECTIONS 
ON THE 
STRATEGIC 
PLAN

Spanish Language and 
Global Programs. The 

Spanish-speaking 
staff has expanded 
(language teachers and 
other staff) allowing 
more differentiation 
in instruction and the 

infusion of Spanish 
in more of the school’s 

routines. Since the pandemic, 
the department has had its 

own space in La Casita, a modular 
classroom. Students are taught about 

global issues including refugee crises and immigration. 
Many online international interactions and friendships 
have been forged over language, literature, and art with 
family, friends, and peers in countries around the world.

Empathy in the Age of Acceleration. Teaching 
empathy is increasingly important in the digital world 
(and especially in the aftermath of the pandemic). SFS 
has undertaken many approaches, including a continued 
emphasis of the Arts in STEAM and 
creating the Director of Design, 
Engineering, and Technology 
position. Through our 
partnership with ed tech 
consultant Knowing 
Technologies and with 
a major investment 
in technology even 
before the pandemic, 
we established a 
strong digital citizenship 
curriculum. We were well 
prepared for distance learning, 
and we continue to prioritize our social emotional 
learning program (see Working at the Intersection of 
Learning and Emotion, p. 8).

Reimagination of Time and Communication. SFS 
creatively adjusted the educational program to better 
meet the needs of families and staff and promote their 
wellbeing, from the restructuring of Preschool and 
Kindergarten to overhauling the master schedules for 
students. This allowed for greater faculty collaboration and 
a multidisciplinary teaching approach, resulting in program 
enrichment. The School also expanded its communication 
within the community, alumni, and neighbors.
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SFS Youth Humanitarian 
Initiative. Students have had 
opportunities to learn empathy 
and ignite a passion for social 
justice. They are supported in 

their activism and engage in local, 
national, and international issues 

of equity. Students, their families, and 
staff started the Families For Families 

initiative to understand the homelessness 
crisis and become involved — through family education 
programs and service projects. The community has 
also committed to fighting food insecurity through its 
engagement in the Excelsior Community Food Pantry 

and food delivery during the worst of the 
COVID pandemic.

Lifelong Learning Initiative  
for Staff. The School has increased 
professional development 
opportunities for the growth of 
the staff and to ensure the highest 
quality curriculum possible. The 

School has supported attendance 
at workshops about mindfulness, 

gender identity, and anti-racism; 
presentations at staff meetings on teaching 

and learning; departmental retreats; technology-focused 
workshops and classes; and national meetings, seminars, 
and courses. Staff work collaboratively in workshops such 
as “Adventures in Creativity” where staff members learn, 
play, and provide mentorship and support for each other.

Building the Endowment. As a result of the Forge Our 
Future capital campaign, the School’s endowment is 
better able to fund priorities such as socioeconomic 
diversity through Indexed Tuition; recruiting local 
students from the Portola; professional development; 
and competitive and equitable salaries.

Flexible and Innovative Campus. We facilitated more 
nimble and student-centered instruction through multi-
purpose spaces, flexible furnishings, the schedule, and 
multidisciplinary teaching. Our 
learning spaces expanded 
during the pandemic with a 
temporary satellite campus 
and modular classrooms. 
We enhanced our Gaven 
St. facilities with the 
creation of the Workshop 
with its modern tools, 
the Learning Commons 
with sound studios and the 
Creativity Cave, and the Field 
Station on the Adventure Playground.

Deepened Partnership with San Francisco and 
the Portola District. We partnered with local public 
schools to address the needs of our neighbors — school 
supplies, clothing, or holiday gifts; staffed SFMOMA’s 
SoapBox Derby in McLaren Park; fundraised for Ukraine; 
designed coloring books for nearby elders; cultivated 
green spaces and documented murals throughout the 
Garden District; and fostered community. Whenever 
possible, we utilize resources throughout the Portola and 
the City (e.g., theaters, parks, museums, civic institutions) 
for experiential learning.

Environmental Stewardship. We have provided 
educational experiences about climate change for 
the entire community; created the Environmental 
Committee; and renewed our commitment to 
minimizing waste on campus. We continue to seek 
ways to decrease our collective carbon footprint and 
ensure our investments meet environmental, social, and 
governance criteria.

These initiatives that have been woven into the fabric of 
the beliefs and aspirations of the School will endure for a 
long time to come. 
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WORKING AT THE INTERSECTION 
OF LEARNING AND EMOTION

This fall, the SFS student support team has expanded to 
include Educational Therapist Melissa Holman-Kursky. Melissa 
works in conjunction with Learning Specialists Elyse Wolland, 
Jennie Wu, and Daniel Munda; Health & Wellness teachers 
Toni Russell and Tiffany Fong; School Nurse Alisa Weinberger; 
and the Upper School Counselor Laura McGourty.

Melissa is no stranger to the School. As a former teacher and 
member of the administrative staff, she has many stories to 
tell about social emotional learning (SEL) at SFS. “When I 
taught 4th Grade, I took my students to an outdoor education 
program where we’d spend a few days mixing with 4th graders 
from other schools. Each year, adults from other schools would 
note how kind and inclusive my students were; each year I’d 
thank them, knowing how much of that groundwork is laid from 
the very moment children walk into the Preschool.”

Her students’ perspectives are equally telling. “So imagine my 
delight upon hearing one of my new students explaining why he 
was glad he transferred to SFS. ‘I thought everyone would have 
their friends already, and they wouldn’t care that I was here, but 
they did! I think we must have the nicest kids in the world.’”

Having the “nicest kids” doesn’t just happen. It takes 
intentional effort. “SEL needs to be taught alone and infused 
into every subject. Most people think of SEL as learning social 
skills, which is a big part of it, but there’s so much more.”

As part of our Strategic Plan, SFS focused on empathy in 
the age of acceleration, recognizing the speed at which 
technology can change society, without changing the need for 
deep human connection and compassion. Little did we know 
that a global pandemic would happen. Suddenly, school was 
online and our entire sense of connection changed overnight.

The tumultuousness of the last two years and its effect on 
children’s social and emotional development were profound. 
Experiences that normally serve to regulate and comfort 
students were changed or gone: regular daily routines; 
physical access to peers, family, and friends; play dates; and 
extracurricular activities. Students lacked opportunities to 
develop important interpersonal and emotional skills that 
typically come from negotiating in relationships, resolving 
conflicts, and building connections. Worldwide, the 

chronic dysregulation, stress, 
and uncertainty that children 
experienced over the past two 
years led to higher levels of 
childhood anxiety and depression, 
and increased referrals for  
behavior issues in schools. 

What Is SEL? SEL is a crucial 
part of all human development 
at every stage. It’s the process 
through which we gain the skills 
and knowledge to manage 
emotions, achieve personal and 
collective goals, maintain healthy, supportive friendships 
and relationships, make caring and responsible decisions, 
show empathy for others, and develop a strong sense of self. 
Though we used to think many of these qualities were innate, 
we now know that many of these skills can be developed 
through instruction and practice. 

SEL supports academic growth. A 2011 meta-analysis of over 
270,000 children in K-12 SEL programs* found that there is 
abundant research supporting the positive impact of SEL 
on academic skills. There was evidence of an increase in 
academic performance, including an 11-percentile point gain 
in standardized testing. There was also an increase in positive 
classroom behavior, positive attitudes about self and school, 
and a lower incidence of conduct problems. 

What Is An Educational Therapist? “I work at the 
intersection of learning and emotion,” Melissa says. With 
the other student support staff, Melissa takes a holistic 
view of student development through the lens of physical, 
mental, and cognitive health. “Educational therapists use 
information from each child’s social, emotional, educational, 
and neuropsychological profiles to help understand the ‘big 
picture’ of that child. We help students learn to advocate for 
themselves in proactive, appropriate ways.”

Melissa Holman-Kursky first joined The San Francisco School in 2010 and has held roles 
both in and outside of the classroom. Most recently, she joined the Student Support 
team to support K-4th students.

*Durlak et al. (2011). The Impact of Enhancing Students’ Social and Emotional Learning: 
A Meta-Analysis of School-Based Universal Interventions: Social and Emotional 
Learning. Child Development, 82(1), 405–432.

24%
INCREASE IN 
MENTAL HEALTH-
RELATED HOSPITAL 
VISITS FOR AGES 
5-11 DURING THE 
PANDEMIC
CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report, Nov 13, 2020
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Last semester, the School began its steady return to 
the quintessential SFS. Parenting adults, vaccinated 
and masked, were welcomed on campus for committee 
meetings, publishing parties, and spring concerts, and 
the middle school held its first dance in two years. The 
8th graders returned to the indoor basketball court 
for the annual game against the staff. There were mud 
pies throughout campus. And the closing ceremony 
took place for Elementary and Middle School students, 
all together in the Community Center. Afterwards, as 
parenting adults waited in the Courtyard, staff and 
students emerged to participate in a planned elbow-
bump line, a COVID-safe alternative to the traditional 

hug line. But many staff and students found 
themselves in impromptu fist bumps,  

 high fives, and embraces, 
overwhelmed with the sense 

of joy and excitement.

Summer brought more of the School’s beloved traditions,  
like marching in the annual SF Pride parade, a major 
event that had been canceled since the pandemic struck. 
Summer camps returned to Gaven St., including Gregory 
Gavin and Dolores Elkin’s magnificent River Camp. 

It has been a thrilling few months, finding our way 
back toward the SFS we were before coronavirus was a 
household word. The first month of the 2022-23 school 
year has been exhilarating, with parenting adults passing 
more freely onto campus for the Opening Ceremony, 
Community Cafes, and Back-to-School Nights. Many 
classroom routines have resumed in familiar ways (buddy 
time!), others have been tweaked and improved (lunch 
carts!). Family groups, a “no no” during COVID days of 
grade-specific cohorts, are back, with students from each 
elementary grade coming together in multi-age groups 
for regular bonding activities and interactions. Athletics 
are once again an important part of the afterschool 
program — more than a third of the Upper School is 
running cross country this season.

For the first time in many years, the School has opened 
its gates — for neighbors and visitors during the Portola 
Garden Tour, writers giving talks, spectators for athletic 
events, and more. We are so happy to welcome guests 
back to campus and see the world within the gates.
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HAPPENINGS
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2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT

Dear SFS Families and Friends,

They say it takes a village to raise a child… and what a terrific 
village SFS is! I continue to be amazed, inspired, and filled with 

gratitude for the community at The San Francisco School. Last year, 
we were so eager to gather and be in community with one another 

after more than a year of not being able to. In the fall, we — the School, 
the Family Association, Room Reps, and the Public Purpose Committee — 

all enthusiastically scheduled events. Some were later canceled when we had to 
return to greater COVID mitigations, but come spring, we were all in again for bringing 

back traditions and getting together! I was honored to partner with so many volunteers who 
helped make heritage celebrations, class gatherings, all-school gatherings, field trips, and 
graduation happen and brought so much goodwill and cheer to the community.

We were supported financially through generous donations from the community through 
both the annual fund and a special giving day, SFS Gives!, to meet our annual fundraising 
goal of $750,000. Through gifts and pledges from trustees, current families, staff, alumni, 
alumni parents, former staff, and friends we raised $766,000 which allowed us to seize the 
opportunities that were presented as the world re-opened in the spring. Because of  
the community’s philanthropy, we were able to say, “Yes!” after such a long time of having  
to say, “No.”

Lastly, while Forge Our Future: The Campaign for SFS officially closed in June 2021, we 
continue to receive generous pledge payments toward this transformational capital 
campaign that doubled our endowment and continues to deepen our STEAM programming. 
All are delighted by the enhanced spaces, made possible by Forge Our Future, that have 
enriched our little village — whether it’s middle schoolers recording podcasts from a sound 
booth in the Learning Commons, elementary students performing and dancing in the well 
organized and more spacious, refurbished Music Room, or preschoolers exploring the 
natural sciences in the Field Station within the Adventure Playground.

On behalf of the SFS staff, I am grateful for your generosity, inspired by your belief in the 
School’s mission, and heartened by the many ways you support our efforts to fulfill it.

With appreciation,

Jennifer Keese-Powell 
Director of Advancement
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2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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FINANCIAL REPORT*

ANNUAL GIVING

The Fund for SFS  
Annual Fund

$ 633,443

SFS Gives!  
For Tuition Assistance

$ 144,423

Total Annual Giving $ 777,866

TOTAL GIVING $ 1,209,860

CAPITAL GIVING

Forge Our Future
(gifts and pledges)

$ 428,014

Endowment $ 3,980

Total Capital Giving $ 431,994

*Audited Financials

*Excludes Non-cash Items

TOTAL REVENUE 

$10,300,000

2% Other Revenue and Support  

1% Release from Endowment

8% Annual Giving

89% Tuition and Other Programs

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$10,400,000

67% Salaries & Benefits

12% Indexed Tuition 

5% Instructional Support

4% General & Administrative

6% Depreciation

1% Debt Service

6% Occupancy
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DONORS

Ben Ancock and Pamela Vig v

Jessica and Charles Anderson 

Chika Ando 

Roberto Angulo and Ana Bertran 

Shota Aoyagi and Jungeun Lee 

Sharvari and Rahul Apte 

Dee Bardwick and Jennifer McGlone v

Amir Baseri and Carole Vigne v

Tom and Erin Becker v

David and Melinda Benson v

Mark and Jenny Bernstein 

Michael Betts and Laura McGourty 

Nisha and Asheesh Birla 

Steve Bissinger and Taara Hoffman v

Dana Burd and Jeanie Chang v

Marcelo Camberos and Ana Zacapa v

Samantha Campbell b

Ian Celecia and Sharon Ng 

Monina and Tony Cervone 

Sunil and Elfi Chandra 

Mark and Rebecca Clendenin v

Zach Coelius 

Jason Coffer and Cecilia Chang v

Bruno Connelly and Nina Rosenberg b

Tea Dabov and Wita Mahadi 

Sanjeev Datar and Ellen Chen b

Matt and Meghan Davidson 

Christopher De Meo and  
 Kristen Spilman v

Christine Dehlendorf and Matt Lever

Andrea and Chris Dehner

Michael Demmer and Rachel Benson v

Maddie Deutsch

Stefano DeZerega and  
 Johanna Hartwig s

Albert and Cassandra Dixon 

Christopher and Sarah Donahue 

Caroline and Michael Donohue v

Stewart Dorsey and Karla Robertson b

John Dorsey and Heather Sullens 

William Duff Jr. and Paige Patterson Duff 

Arjun Dutt and Shveta Berry v

Jennifer and Josué Estrada 

Phil Farhi and Elizabeth Reder v

Daniel and Priscilla Flores v

Mike and Brynn Flynn 

Tamara Foster 

Josh and Amanda Fried 

Danica and Shinji Fujimori 

Rick Garcia and Jenny Garboden 

Greg Gardner and Bethany Goad 

Andy Gass and Jenny Wilson v

Scott Gelin and Joanna Sargalska-Gelin 

Megan and Ted Getten 

Beth and Kelly Gillis 

Michael Glaser and Kristine Hernandez b

Joey Goldman and Brad Williston v

Michelle and Aaron Gordon 

Grace and Brad Goya v

Mitch Grasso and Tracy Nasse b

Dina Greenwald ‘92 and Charles Golling 

Alex Grossman and Rebecca Misner v

Sapna Gupta 

Theresa Hagel and Lindsey Scrase 

Alec Hathaway and Alison Gass 

Nestor Hernandez and  
 Alexandra de Ledebur 

Steve Holman and Lamisse Droubi b

Melissa and Paul Holman-Kursky v

Anton Honikman and Jessica Lindl v

Korey Hood and Diana Naranjo 

Jason Hughes and Kelly Iura b

Oliver Hurst-Hiller 

Daria and Jeff Hutchinson v

Ivan Iannoli and Thea Anderson ‘90 v

Victor Ibarra and Ana Araya 

Villi Iltchev and Jen Faenza 

Danielle and Patrick Jackson v

Lee Jacobek and Suzanne Ginsburg v

Ethan Jacobs and Shirin Keen 

Prasanna Jagannathan and Jaclyn Kuwada 

Maneesh Jain and Nadya Ramsaroop b

Diana and Daniel Jansson 

Gautam Jayaraman and Divya Bhat 

Aaron Johnson and  
 Deborah McCrimmon v

Michael Johnson and Veronica Blackwell 

Kirk Jones and Brenda Ng b

Jonathan and Tracy Kaplan v

Edward and Christine Katzin b

Nate Koechley and Aimee Bell v

Crissy and Joerg Koehler 

Sumit Kohli and Mala Batra 

Telly Koosis and Aimee Haeussler 

Simone Kriz and Timothy Chon v

Michael Kwun and  
 Sigrid Anderson-Kwun v

Sidhardha Lakireddy and Neeta Takhar 

Alex Landaverde and Velsi Jara 

Scott Laughlin 

Michael Lee and Amy Bricker b

Benjamin and Betsy Lee 

Joel and Elizabeth Leu v

Buda Leung and Deb Dolezal 

Jieneng Li and Xiuting Liang 

Manuel Lopez and Ruth Ramirez 

Tony and Anne Lopez b

Peter Lorentzen and Karen Park 

Justin Lovett and Margaret Backstrom 

Raldon Lumpkins and Gaby Fusco 

An Ly and David Howard 

Vishal Makhijani and Amy Davis 

Paul McGrath 

Robyn McGrath 

Lyrica and Chris McTiernan 

Meade Gillingham Family Q

Umang Mehta and Yume Nguyen v

Barnali and Bikash Mishra 

David Mitchell and Ana Gonzalez 

Rebecca Mitchell and Ryan Beckland 

Judy Miu and Matt Smith 

Shawn Miyaki and Johanna Lopez 

Jacquelyn Moorad and Carolyn Hsu v

v 5 Year Consecutive Donors    b 10 Year Consecutive Donors    s 15 Year Consecutive Donors    Q 20 Year Consecutive Donors
h 25 Year Consecutive Donors

THANK YOU!
PARENTS & GUARDIANS
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2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT

Steve Morris and Beth Goya-Morris s

Daniel and Rebecca Munda v

Lucija and Faruk Muratovic 

Nancy Nagramada and  
 Charles Raymond v

William Neil and Sarah Schoellkopf 

Kim and Jon Oakes v

Andrés Ornelas and Lorena Acosta 

John and Neha Palmer v

Bethany and Michael Paves v

Luis Perez and Sofia Elizondo 

Dameon Philpotts and Temple Cooley 

Erika and Snuller Price v

Kai Quinto and Kathy Huibonhoa 

Anand Raghavan and Anitha Sivasankaran 

Shannon Range and Laura Post v

Noman Rangwala and Neelam Noorani v

Mehul Rawal and Asha Gohil v

Michelle and Leonidis Ray 

Tomomi Rector and Reg Rector II 

Morgan and Max Rettig 

Rudolph Reyes and Brody Lee v

Matt Richtel and Meredith Barad 

Mark Risher and Deborah Yeh v

Jamie Robinson 

Michael Romano and Kiernan Warble b

David Rothschild and Serena Warner 

Toni Russell v

Erin and David Russell 

Tiphani Russell Johnson and  
 Michael Johnson v

Kate Ryan v

Rohit and Darpun Sachdev 

Ande and Matte Scheinker v

Danielle Schlosser 

Daniel Scholnick and Deepa Subramanian 

Benjamin Schrom and Poppy Alexander 

Danielle Scott Goodman and  
 Ryan Goodman 

Cameron Sellers 

Poonam and Shardul Shah 

Nick Shalek and Christine Luby 

Prashant Sharma and Priya Bhatia v

Amrita and Prashant Shastri 

Jonathan Siegel and Sadie Wilcox 

Divya and Benjamin Silbermann v

Torrey Simons 

Baljeet Singh and Raveena Rihal v

Michael Siou and Polly Arenberg v

Andrew Slakoff and Nicole Wolff v

Matt Spitz and Lori Karns 

Eugene Stampley and  
 Michael C. Brock III v

Dan Stanko and Mandira Singh 

Tom Stephenson and Amy Baker 

Chris Stori and Kelly Hayashi v

Kelsey Stratton and Kyle Kakligian 

Yee-Li Sun and Susy Jeng v

Matthew Theobald and Sarah Chandler 

Amy and Walker Thompson 

Caesar Tijerino and Karen Rojero 

Molly Treadway ‘99 and Alex Campbell v

Kendrick Vaughn 

Maya Voskoboynikov 

Ed Waingortin and Barbara Messing 

David and Sarah Whitelaw v

Orin and Alice Wicks 

Nathan Wilson and Patrice Martin 

Anne Wintroub and Alexander Hansen 

Keith Wolff and  
 Amelia Zimmermann Wolff v

Ethan Yang and Ami Mi Wang v

Lisa and Roberto Yepez v

Nicolette Zarday and Geoff Dolan 

Jalen Allen ‘08 

Britt Anderson 

Thea Anderson ‘90  v

Rachel Benson v

William Duff Jr.  

Josué Estrada 

Alison Gass 

Asha Gohil v

Sapna Gupta 

James Harding v

Ben Mangan 

Steve Morris s

John Palmer v

Judy Pérez Díaz 

Snuller Price v

Elizabeth Reder v

Julia Russell Eells v

Paige Sandoz v

Baljeet Singh v

Kendrick Vaughn 

David Whitelaw v

Keith Wolff  v

Mina Zargham ‘03 v

TRUSTEES

PARENTS & GUARDIANS, continued
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v 5 Year Consecutive Donors    b 10 Year Consecutive Donors    s 15 Year Consecutive Donors    Q 20 Year Consecutive Donors
h 25 Year Consecutive Donors

Yma Airaghi ‘12 

Jalen Allen ‘08 

Damon Allswang 

Ana Araya 

Dimitri Barton ‘08 v

Christina Baum v

Jenny Bernstein 

Victoria Campanario 

Manuel Cases 

Jeanie Chang v

Diane Cho 

Monica D’Aguanno 

Michelle De Leon v

Daniel DeLuca 

Liliana Dheer 

Melissa Doezema v

Stewart Dorsey b

Dolores Elkin Q

Jackie Escasa v

Kimberly Fabiani 

Angelica Faustino 

Ellen Fey s

Tamara Foster 

Gaby Fusco 

Denise Gonzalez 

Talia Goodkin ‘98 

Terri Hamer 

James Harding v

Diana Jang 

Cyrus Kayhan 

Jennifer Keese-Powell v

Sara Knight 

Stacy and Wyman Lee v

Erika Liedtke v

Sofia Lopez-Ibor Alino 

Lisa Ma 

Kate McElvaney 

Laura Mcgourty 

Steve Morris s

Daniel Munda v

Nancy Nagramada v

Corie Ng  

Sharon Ng 

Anne O’Driscoll 

Nina Palada ‘12 

Vahlee Peters s

Laura Post v

Araceli Quezada 

Carly Reiter 

Hector Rivera 

Chris Roncal 

Toni Russell v

Tiphani Russell Johnson  v

Paige Sandoz v

Eugene Stampley v

Sandra Suarez 

Diana Tirado 

Michael Travis 

Molly Treadway ‘99 v

Ed Waingortin 

Vivian Walz Q

Sadie Wilcox 

Elyse Wolland 

Jiazhen Zhang v

STAFF

Yma Airaghi ‘12 

Theodore Alamar ‘21 

Jalen Allen ‘08 

Thea Anderson ‘90 v

Fritz Baldauf ‘16 v

Liesl Baldauf ‘17 v

Dimitri Barton ‘08 v

Anna Boyer ‘09 v

Daniel Gehr ‘06 

Talia Goodkin ‘98 

Dina Greenwald ‘92 

Manuel Nieto ‘93 

Melissa Olague ‘04 

Nina Palada ‘12 

Julietta Seirmarco ‘17 

Molly Treadway ‘99 v

Devanee Watkins ‘18 

Mina Zargham ‘03 v

ALUMNI

THANK YOU!DONORS
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Jeanne Angier 

Marian and Hans Baldauf s

Marie Bergstedt h

The Blum Cooper Family s

George Borges s

Robert Burkhead and Gloria Lau h

Eduardo Cabrera and Raissa Williams b

Robert and Janet Calhoun 

Sam Chase and Jane Wattenberg v

Rusa Chiu and Reb Anderson 

Tim and Lemlem Chupein 

Ramona Davies 

Miguel Diaz and Judy Perez DÃ az 

Stephen Dilly and Lynette Mullens v

Solveig Dimon and Steven Goldbeck 

Robert Dunlap and Vivian Walz Q

Kate Dyer and Ellen Fey s

Peter Eckart 

Terry and Kathie Edeli h

Dolores Elkin and Joe Rubin Q

Linda Erkelens s

Harald Frohlich and Thomas Satterwhite 

Elena Fuentes-Afflick and  
 Peter Fuentes-Afflick 

Terry Gamble Boyer and Peter Boyer h

Carol Glanville 

Doug and Karen Goodkin v

Carla and Johnny Greene v

Ron and Gloria Greenwald v

Maria Hekker and Jeff Tice Q

Peter Hemenway 

Tod Hing and Maria Yap 

Pat Jackson and Dan Gleich v

The Keese-Powell Family v

Barbara Koenig 

Juan Kong and Donna Kempner 

The Lance and Irene Lee Family s

Stacy and Wyman Lee v

Rich and Nancy Levine 

Erika Liedtke v

Melissa Lim and Leigh Kimberg 

Harris and Jane Loeser 

Alfred and Linda Louie h

James Loyce and Nancy Rubin 

Tom Meyer and Julie Stevenson h

Jeanette and Kevin Moore v

Robert Mostovoy and  
 Linda Kaplan Mostovoy 

Corrine and Michael Olague h

Michael Pastor and Martine Aniel 

John Pepin and Karen Bisgeier v

Vahlee Peters and Greg Wright s

Miriam Phillips and Charles Eley h

Maria Pracale 

Deedra Robinson-Watkins v

Leslie Roffman and Bob Goodwin 

Gitta Salomon and Ovid Jacob 

Susan Schwartz h

Rajan Sharma and Michele Sharma s

David Teitel and Helen Loeser 

Victoria Vasey and Byron Bias v

Bernard Weiner and Heide Linsmayer v

Carl and Jayne Williams 

Elyse Wolland 

Christine and Clifford Yin Q

Bo Zawadsky and Constance Clark 

ALUMNI FAMILIES

Tom and Julie Baker 

Arnold Benson 

Joseph and Dianne Clendenin v

Laura and Richard Davis 

David and Sara DeZerega v

Steve and Hilary Dorsey 

Terry and Kathie Edeli h

Jeannine and Alain Farhi 

Daniel Flores v

Priscilla and Henry Frisch v

Ron and Gloria Greenwald v

Kalen and Kari Hammann 

Jim and Anne Harding 

Bill and Nancy Heaslip 

John Herman 

Jonathan Holman 

Barbara Iannoli 

Joseph and Marina Jeng 

Janice and Manny Kursky v

M.E. Loree 

Pushpa and Raman Patel v

Jane Porter and Mike Fiebig 

Carol Risher v

Leslie Roffman and Bob Goodwin 

Philip and Judy Ryan v

SawTeen See 

Gene and Barbara Smith 

Carolyn and Stephen Spitz 

Fang-Kuo and Ching-Mi Sun 

Joan Swanson v

Andrea Warner 

Jack and Sue Whitelaw 

Jean and Lew Wolff 

Stephen and Lois Yeh 

Malgorzata and Krzysztof Ziola

CURRENT & FORMER GRANDPARENTS
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v 5 Year Consecutive Donors    b 10 Year Consecutive Donors    s 15 Year Consecutive Donors    Q 20 Year Consecutive Donors
h 25 Year Consecutive Donors

Matt Allio b

Anonymous 

Marie Bergstedt h

Paloma Cotton-Herman v

Solveig Dimon 

Terry Edeli h

Harald Frohlich 

Jorge Garcia 

Doug and Karen Goodkin v

Melissa Holman-Kursky v

Helen Mae Lee b

Jane Loeser 

Linda Louie h

Charlie Meade Q

Jeanette Moore v

Corrine Olague h

Bethany Paves v

Miriam Phillips h

Steve Rubin s

Maddy Sandoval

FORMER STAFF

Anonymous

Jorge Godoy Coy

Susan Kaplan

JW Kim

Katherine Liu

Shyana Martin Quasha

Kathy Robertson

FRIENDS

Alliance Bernstein L.P. 

AmazonSmile Foundation v

Anonymous v

Apple b

Autodesk v

BlackRock b

The Campbell Foundation b

Chan Zuckerberg 

Chevron Corporation s

Costco Wholesale Corporation v

CSAA Insurance Group 

Dolby Laboratories, Inc. 

Dropbox 

eBay Foundation v

Eugene M. Lang Foundation v

Facebook 

Genentech, Inc.  

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund 

Google Inc. s

IBM Corporation 

Intuit Foundation 

Jean and Lewis Wolff Family Foundation 

Linkedin Matching Gift Program v

R P Associates, Inc. 

Ripple 

Salesforce Foundation v

Sephora USA, Inc. 

Silicon Valley Bank 

State Street 

The Sports Basement 

TisBest Philanthropy 

Twilio 

Verizon 

Visa v

ORGANIZATIONS

Donors who made gifts to the school between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 are listed in the annual report section of this Gazette. We have tried 
to provide complete and accurate information for this report. Our apologies to any persons inadvertently omitted. Please let the Advancement 
Office (415.239.1475 or advancement@sfschool.org) know if we need to correct our records. THANK YOU.

THANK YOU!DONORS



17    T H E  G A V E N  S T R E E T  G A Z E T T E

2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT

VOLUNTEERS
We are deeply grateful to the many volunteers who sustain our school and community. Parents and guardians gave 
hours of time and talent to SFS last year in so many ways despite continued COVID restrictions. Whether providing 
campus tours for prospective families, helping interview teaching candidates, sharing professional expertise on a 
task force or committee, hosting class gatherings, community cafes, heritage luncheons, and many other informative 
and social activities, SFS parenting adults were welcome and crucial contributors.

ADMISSIONS 
VOLUNTEERS
Jessica Anderson
Sharvari Apte
Polly Arenberg
Rachel Benson
Shveta Berry
Divya Bhat
Priya Bhatia
Nisha Birla
Elfi Chandra
Amy Davis
Lamisse Droubi
William Duff
Jen Faenza
Kelly Haysashi
Diana Jansson
Barnali Mishra
Rebecca Misner
Judy Miu
Jacquelyn Moorad
Tandia O’Neal
Paige Patterson
Matte Scheinker
Dan Scholnick
Mandira Singh
Michael Siou
Andy Slakoff

Dan Stanko

FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
(FA) LEADERSHIP 
COMMITTEE

Tracy Kaplan   
Chair

Neeta Takhar   
Past Chair

Polly Arenberg   
SPEAK Representative

Jenny Bernstein   
Affinity Groups Co-Lead

Jen Faenza   
Environment Committee Lead

Sapna Gupta   
Anti-Racist Book Club

Aimee Haussler   
Staff Appreciation

Crissy Koehler   
Room Rep Lead

Jessica Lindl   
Family Education Lead

Lyrica McTiernan 
New Families Liaison -  
Preschool & Elementary

Bethany Paves   
New Families Liaison -  
Middle School

Raveena Rihal  
Families4Families Lead

Sharon Ng  
Affinity Groups Co-Lead

Kate Ryan  
SPEAK Representative

Michael Siou   
Community Café Lead

Heather Sullens   
Staff Appreciation

Amelia Zimmermann Wolff   
Communications Lead

FA AFFINITY GROUP 
LEADERSHIP
Pollly Arenberg
Rachel Benson
Cassandra Dixon 
Joey Goldman
Judy Miu
Jacqueline Moorad
Neeta Takhar
Kendrick Vaughn
Ana Zacapa

FA ROOM 
REPRESENTATIVES
Lorena Acosta
Jessica Anderson
Jenn Bautista Estrada
Nico Berry
Shveta Berry
Divya Bhat
Mark Clendenin
Alisa Esser-Kahn
Emily Gillingham
Suzanne Ginsberg
Grace Goya
Kathy Huibonhoa
Kelly Iura
Diana Jansson
Johanna Lopez Miyaki
Divali Magnus
Robyn McGrath
Erin Russell
Joanna Sargalska-Gelin
Poonam Shah
Heather Sullens
Alice Wicks
Lisa Cunnan Yepez

NON-TRUSTEE 
BOARD COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

ADVANCEMENT

Amy Thompson

DIVERSITY

Jenny Bernstein
Angelica Faustino
Bethany Goad
Paul Holman-Kursky
Judy Mui
Sharon Ng

Ana Zacapa

FINANCE

Maneesh Jain
Lori Karns
Jason Spero
Orin Wicks

PUBLIC PURPOSE

Sarah Chandler
Jeanie Chang
Jen Faenza
Danielle Goodman
Lyrica McTiernan
Sharon Ng
Kim Oakes
Raveena Rihal
Sarah Schoelkopf
Heather Sullens

Amelia Zimmermann Wolff

SITE

Sid Lakireddy
Paul McGrath
Prashant Sharma

COVID TASK FORCE &  
TESTING STRATEGY 
GROUP
Ellen Chen, MD
Monica Gandhi, MD
Maneesh Jain, PhD
Darpun Sachdev, MD

Neeta Takar

LEARNING COMMONS 
LAUNCH TASK FORCE
Anne Wintroub

Matt Theobald

HIRING COMMITTEES
Nisha Birla
Sunil Chandra
Ellen Chen
Cassandra Dixon
Sapna Gupta
Bethany Paves
Brad Williston

Ana Zacapa

And scores of other 
volunteers who 
supported various 
events by chaperoning, 
baking, presenting, 
setting up and cleaning 
up, and so much more. 
Thank you for making 
these experiences that 
much richer with your 
presence and support!
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ENDOWMENT The San Francisco School Endowment provides essential income that is 
consistent and reliable. It ensures long-term security for the school and is a 
perpetual source of annual revenue that complements both annual giving 
and tuition income. Established in 1982, it was valued at $7.2 million as of 
June 30, 2022, with an additional $1.3 million in pledges receivable from 
Forge Our Future: The Campaign for SFS. Through the collective generosity 
of the community, the campaign, which closed in June 2021, doubled 
the value of the endowment and brought it closer to the recommended 
benchmark of one year of tuition revenue.

In the 2021-22 school year, the School received an endowed gift in honor  
of Vivian Walz’s 20+ years of dedication to The San Francisco School 
upon her retirement. Samantha Campbell and the Campbell Foundation 
established the Vivian Walz Fund for Visual Arts that will develop and 
support a visiting visual artist program at the School. We are grateful for 
the innumerable ways the Campbell Scheben family and the Campbell 
Foundation supported The San Francisco School and acknowledged and 
celebrated the contributions of our teaching and administrative staff  
over the years.
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There are 24 named endowed funds that support key priorities of the school 
such as tuition assistance, professional development, and program support. 
These funds supplement the operating budget for their designated areas, 
filling an important gap that is not covered by tuition income.

GENERAL FUND

Kevin O’Connor & Kristen Bailey Q 
Class of 2022

NAMED FUNDS

Baldauf Family Fund for Sustainability 
Marian and Hans Baldauf s

Chester & Clara Miltibarger Fund 
Marie Bergstedt h

Edeli Family Endowment Fund 
Sue Schaefer and Hale Conklin Q 
Terry and Kathie Edeli h

Grey Family Endowment for  
Academic Innovation 
George Borges s

Vivian Walz Fund for Visual Arts 
Samantha Campbell b

OTHER NAMED FUNDS

Ayrshire Foundation Fund for  
Teacher Development

Bal Villasenor Endowment Fund

Burkhead Lau Scholarship Fund 

Chrissy Bates Memorial Scholarship Fund

Gloria Darrow Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Dekovic Memorial Scholarship Fund

Dekovic Memorial Scholarship Fund for 
Staff Development

Frank Korn Memorial Scholarship Program

Gamble Boyer Endowment Fund

Gari Grant Memorial Scholarship Fund

Hancock Fund for Teacher Development

Karen & Doug Goodkin Scholarship Fund

Maggie Weis Fund for Tuition Assistance

Morris Family Fund for Equity and Justice

Pate Family Endowment

Patty Wright Memorial Fund for 
Performing and Visual Arts 

Ryu Program for Educator Recognition

Sandler Family Endowment

Shannon Schneble Summer  
Scholarship Fund

LEGACY SOCIETY

We are honored to recognize the members 
of The San Francisco School’s Legacy 
Society, a group of dedicated donors who 
have included The San Francisco School in 
their estate plans. Through their thoughtful 
vision and planning, they are providing for 
the future of the school.

Terry and Kathie Edeli 
Head of School 1973-2008 
Parents of David ‘ 91 and Joey ‘95 
Grandparents of Lillian ‘30

Terry Gamble Boyer and Peter Boyer 
Parents of Anna Boyer ‘09 and  
Chapin Boyer

Miriam Phillips and Charles Eley  
Director of Finance & Operations 1997-2010  
Parents of Anna Eley Cantrell ‘94 and 
Alexander Eley ‘98

If you have included The San Francisco 
School in your will or trust or are interested  
in learning more about how to do so, 
please contact Director of Advancement  
Jennifer Keese-Powell at jkeesepowell@
sfschool.org or (415) 287-2003.

ENDOWMENT  
GIFTS AND  
LEGACY SOCIETY

v 5 Year Consecutive Donors    b 10 Year Consecutive Donors    s 15 Year Consecutive Donors    Q 20 Year Consecutive Donors
h 25 Year Consecutive Donors



Gifts to The Fund for SFS are an investment in our community, 
benefiting each student and staff member, that we hope brings  
you joy. By contributing financially, you advance the mission,  
vision, and values of the School.

Like most independent schools, SFS relies on these gifts to help meet the programmatic and operational costs that 
are not covered by tuition. We rely on funds from annual giving to cover approximately 7% of our operating budget, 
supporting our people, place, and program. In the past, we have held multiple fundraisers throughout the school 
year to meet that goal. This past year, after taking a deep look at the School’s practices through a diversity, equity, 
and inclusion lens, we decided to change our annual fundraising approach and activities. While fundraising remains 
necessary for the day-to-day running of the school as well as meeting strategic goals, we aim to ensure that our 
fundraising is mission-aligned and that events are inclusive experiences for all members of our community. 

This year, the School has moved to a single annual fundraiser. We will no longer host events such as the Walkathon  
or Auction for Tuition Assistance. Instead we will fundraise exclusively through the annual fund, The Fund for SFS, 
while hosting non-fundraising community events.

This approach to philanthropy allows all families to meaningfully engage in school-sponsored activities, better plan 
their giving, and participate at a level that works best for them.

We hope that the entire community will support this change to more inclusive fundraising by not only participating  
in this year’s annual fund campaign, but doing so at a level that also accounts for donations you may have made 
through the walkathon and auction in the past. Our goal is to raise $806,000 this year through gifts and pledges to 
be paid by June 30, 2023. The generosity of SFS parenting adults, trustees, grandparents, staff, former staff, alumni, 
alumni parents, and friends helps make a San Francisco School education even more extraordinary.

Thank you for helping us to fulfill our humanitarian promise and provide an education that inspires.
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WAYS TO GIVE TO THE SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL
The San Francisco School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (#94-1629702) and gifts are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by the law. The school welcomes gifts through a variety of means, including:

CREDIT CARD

You may donate to The San Francisco School with a credit 
card online at https://give.classy.org/annual_fund or by 
calling the Advancement Office at 415.239.1475.

CHECK

Gifts can be mailed to: 

The San Francisco School  
300 Gaven Street 
San Francisco CA 94134  
attn: Advancement Office

SECURITIES

A gift to the school of appreciated securities is gladly 
accepted. For more details and information, please  
contact the Advancement Office at 415.239.1475 or 
advancement@sfschool.org.

MATCHING GIFT

Many employers have established a matching gifts  
program that allows an employee’s gift to be matched,  
often 1:1. Please ask your employer about their matching 
gifts guidelines. If available, please inform the school that 
the gift will be matched at the time of the donation.

ENDOWED GIFTS

Gifts to the endowment are also appreciated and can also 
be made online or through any of the methods described 
above. Please reach out to the Advancement Office with  
any questions.

BEQUEST

For more information about including The San Francisco 
School in your estate plans, please contact the Advancement 
Office at 415.239.1475 or advancement@sfschool.org.

THANK YOU!
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CLASS OF 2022

They had been through so much together. The 
students of the Class of 2022 were each memorable 
and exceptional individually, and as a group, they 
were kind, enthusiastic, and creative. Happily, this class, 
their families, and the SFS staff were able to celebrate with 
the return of many traditions, including a joyous and frequently 
emotional graduation ceremony. The party that followed was 
particularly notable for the difficulty in saying goodbye. In their own words*:

“At first I was 
ready for high 
school, then 
I was like 
these are my 
people right 
here. Imma 
miss y’all.”

“I love you guys so much I can’t imagine  
not going to school with all of you and  
I just don’t know what I’m going to do  
without you guys.”

SFS 
GRADUATES

Dear SFS teachers and staff,

There is so much to be said, so we’ll start with a story. At the graduation party, it took us 
an hour and a half to say goodbye. Everyone was crying and hugging, because it meant so 
much to each of us to be losing this incredible group of people.

The parents encouraged some last hugs. A group hug was suggested and tried. Then 
someone said, “We need a final hug line.” Immediately we fell into place. There we were, 
SFS to the core. And we realized, there would never be another place in our lives where 
one could simply shout “hug line” and everyone would completely understand. No one 
really realized how hard it would be to say goodbye to each other until it was time. Until  
we realized that we had grown up together. Until we realized how grateful we were for each 
other. For so long, we had been most of each other’s worlds. We came to SFS at different 
times, some of us are still getting to know each other, but on our last night together we all 
knew we had become family and that SFS was our home. 

Immediately after being dragged our separate ways, 
we took to the group chats, FaceTimes, social media 
platforms, and any method of communication we had. We reminisced and cried and laughed together. Some 
people even woke up in the morning to find themselves still on calls. Over the past weekend, we’ve been 
talking, sending pictures, and still crying. 

We are telling you all this because we believe you are to thank. It’s hard to put into words how we feel. It is a 
complex mix of emotions: pride, happiness, hope, joy, regret, and of course some sadness. At that moment,  
we were all able to just feel how we were feeling, accepting and loving each other. That was truly a testament 
to our journey at SFS. Who we were before SFS wouldn’t have known how to handle leaving. Heck, who we 
were before SFS could never have imagined the bonds we created. We want to thank each and every one of 
you for everything you have done for our class. You have all changed our lives for the better. Thank you SFS  
for every memory, experience, and song. 

With love,

The Class of 2022

*edited for brevity
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“Dude, facts. You are making me cry.”



23    T H E  G A V E N  S T R E E T  G A Z E T T E

HIGH SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT

Class of 2022, you will 
always have a seat at SFS.
We love our new bench. 
Thank you for this  
thoughtful class gift  
that is both iconic  
and so useful!
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Archbishop Riordan High School

The Bay School of San Francisco

Berkeley High School

Bishop O’ Dowd High School

The Bay School of San Francisco

Drew School

Galileo Academy of Science  
and Technology

International High School

Lick-Wilmerding High School

Lowell High School

Ruth Asawa School of the Arts (SOTA)

Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory

San Francisco Girls’ School

San Francisco Waldorf School 

St. Ignatius College Preparatory

University High School

The Urban School of San Francisco



CONGRATULATIONS!
CLASS OF 2018

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 on their graduation from high school. It was great fun to see so many of these 
alumni back on campus (and several of their parents, too!). On a beautiful sunny day in June, they caught up with each 
other while enjoying mozzarella sandwiches in the South Yard, revisiting familiar spaces, hanging out in new ones like the 
Field Station in the Adventure Playground (with Magna-Tiles!), and jamming with James Harding – some touching an 
instrument for the first time in four years, but remembering every bar on the xylophone. 

We are thinking of this talented and distinctive group of students, wishing them all the best in their next endeavors, and 
we hope they will return for visits soon and often!

SFS 
GRADUATES

This is a partial list. If you don’t see your school on the list, please let us know. We’d love to hear from you!
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Boston College

Boston University

Carleton College

Chapman College

Connecticut College

Dartmouth University

Bard College

Berklee College of Music

Swarthmore College

Howard University

Johns Hopkins University

Lehigh University

Lewis & Clark

Northeastern University

New York University

Parsons School of Design

San Diego State University

San Francisco State University

San Jose State University

Stanford University

Syracuse University

UC Santa Barbara

UC Santa Cruz

University of Chicago

COLLEGE ENROLLMENT
University of Arizona

University of Colorado Boulder

University of Portland

University of Washington  
 at Seattle

Washington University in  
 St. Louis
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Nora Lalle ‘05 is an SF-based 
photographer and founder of 
Pamplemousse Publishing, for 
film photographers and artists 
to share their work in print. As 
the publisher of Pamplemousse 
Magazine and in her other 
endeavors, she is building a 
community of artists and lovers 
of analog photography. The 

theme of the Fall 2022 magazine is nostalgia, and Nora 
dedicated the issue to her childhood, including many 
photographs of The San Francisco School taken on a 
recent visit (shot with a Hasselblad 500c on Kodak 120 
film). Check out Nora’s website noralalle.com and follow 
her on Instagram @pamplemoussepublishing!

What have you been doing since you graduated  
from SFS?

I went to college on the East Coast and lived in Paris in my 
early 20s. I moved back to San Francisco in 2016 and feel 
very lucky to call it home again. After working for museums 
and galleries, I started nurturing my own photography 
practice and now I work at a photo lab (Photoworks SF) 
and get to be around film and meet people every day who 
are just as passionate about the craft as I am.

How did The San Francisco School impact your 
becoming an artist? Was there a particularly influential 
class or teacher?

Art and creativity was a huge part of my experience at 
SFS and it definitely influenced my journey to becoming 
an artist — starting with the Montessori preschool and 
freedom to explore and play, and then the consistent 

emphasis on self expression through art and music 
throughout my years there. I always loved art class with 
Karen Goodkin. Getting to use my hands to sculpt, 
collage, and paint brought me a lot of joy, and I’m still 
proud of many of the things I made there.

Why did you decide to explore nostalgia in this latest 
issue of Pamplemousse Magazine?

I turned 30 during the height of the pandemic, and that 
milestone really made me reflect on my experience 
growing up. I felt ready to step into a new decade of 
life but also nostalgic for when I was younger and the 
experiences that shaped who I am today.

Is there something that elicits nostalgia for SFS  
even now?

Hurry up cake always comes to mind. I loved learning how 
to make it, and I think my mom still has the recipe. 

How did you expect to feel returning to campus? 

I expected to feel happy and at home. It ended up being a 
little bit more emotional and overwhelming, but in a good 
way. Everything on campus looked and felt so small! 

Was there something you were trying to capture in 
your photographs?

I really just wanted to explore these physical spaces that 
are so important to my childhood memories, and freeze 
them in time. By capturing small details and not including 
any people or students, I hope that I conveyed a sense of 
timelessness and longing.

ALUMNI PROFILE: NORA LALLE ’05
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Avalon Edwards ‘16 
is an undergraduate 
student at Tufts 
University majoring 

in psychology and sociology. She recently interned at 
the TEDY lab at Harvard’s McLean Hospital, investigating 
causes and treatment of depression in youth in various 
NIMH funded projects. In addition, she interned at the  
Bell Lab at UC Berkeley, data coding videos. Avalon 
recently visited SFS (pictured in the North Yard with 
Preschool teacher Vahlee Peters). Belated congratulations 
to Izzy Borges ‘09 who was admitted to the State Bar 
of California in July 2021 and is an Associate at Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman.

Former SFS Director 
of Admissions  
Wendy Wilkinson 
was back on campus 
for a visit. She 

writes,”I was welcomed back to SFS by the fantastic 
admission office and several of my past colleagues! 
To get a hug by my daughter Alexandra’s preschool 
teacher Vahlee… was a highlight! She is now thriving as 
a sophomore at Wake Forest University! SFS has always 
remained amongst my top experiences. We built a more 
diverse and inclusive environment (students of color 
increased from 37 to 53%) and we were lucky to have  
Steve Morris join us in the work!” After SFS, Wendy led  
the admission process at five other independent schools. 
She is now a partner in School First (www.schoolfirstnyc.
com) helping families in the DC and Bay Areas to find 
the right school (preschool to college) for each child 
and schools to align their enrollment, financial aid, and 
retention program with their mission. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
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It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Yvonne Rand, parent of Christopher 
Rand ‘75 and Hilary Rand ‘76, on August 19, 2020.  
Yvonne helped found the School in 1966 and 
led a remarkable life. She was a first generation 
American Zen teacher; a founder of the San 
Francisco Zen Center; an ordained Soto Zen priest; 
and an environmental activist and leader. 

In the words of then Head of School Renee Luby, 
“From its first days, The San Francisco School 
attracted unusual and unique parents and staff. 
Yvonne will be remembered by those of us who 
worked with her as someone special. Her son 
Christopher was a member of the first graduating 
class (5th grade in those days). Yvonne was the 
chair of the board for many years. I will always 
remember her blue eyes and calm demeanor.  
She was a master at organizing and clarifying 
issues for us at moments of contention, and  
helped us to find resolution. She always was 
confident that the school would succeed, and 
came back many times over the years to view its 
progress. Her Buddhist practice and teaching have 
influenced countless people over the years, and  
we were fortunate to have had her among us 
during our formative years.”

REMEMBRANCES
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Alison Gass, Chair
David Whitelaw, Vice Chair 

Jalen Allen ‘08
Britt Anderson
Thea Anderson ‘90
Rachel Benson
Ellen Chen
Michelle De Leon
Judy Pérez Díaz
William Duff
Josué Estrada
Asha Gohil
Sapna Gupta
Ashlee Gutierrez
James Harding

BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 
2022-23

Crissy Koehler
Michael Kwun
Moriah Ortiz ‘99
John Palmer
Snuller Price
Libby Reder
Baljeet Singh
Angela Taylor
Keith Wolff

Steve Morris, President
Terri Hamer, Treasurer
Jeanie Chang, Secretary
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WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED!
 facebook.com/thesanfranciscoschool

 instagram.com/sfschool

 The San Francisco School Alumni Group

Update your contact information at  
sfschool.org/alumni

LATE 
BREAKING 
NEWS!
Juna Kim McDaid has been 
named The San Francisco School’s 
next Head of School! We look 
forward to telling you more about 
Juna in our spring issue!


